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The Length and Season of Thutmose IIL’s First Campaign.

By James Hexwy Breasten.

lt is a well known fact that Thutmose IILl. celebrated three great feasts of
victory in Thebes on his return from his first emmpaign in Syria.  Strangely
enough however, that of Bruescn') is the only one of the later histories which
mentions these feasts, and none®) has taken note of the fact that the record
of these feasts furnishes the data for determining the length of the campaign
whose suceess they celebrate. The passage is ax follows®):
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%) Ligrtewny (Rec. 1. 68—6Y) has made use of this date, but employed only Brrasen's Re-
cueil (1 43) which gives the year 22! as the year of Thutmose's return.  1lence Ligniery supposed
there was a eampaign of the year 22, and another of year 23, A eollation of Leestus would have
obviated thix error.

3 LD.II, 306 1L1—6; Breesen. Ree. des Mon, 1 43; beginning at yr w0’k (1. 2) the text
is again reprodneed by Drvesen. Thes, 11 363 with some omissionss but he unfortuuately stops
pear the end of L3 and strangely enough does not inelnde the important date (in 1.5) in his
further extracts (o this mx('uptiun I have r‘oHnted all three pnblieations and Lersies’ squeeze,
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reading is certain therefore.
5) Neither Lepsirs nor Breoesen has any indication of the amount lost at the beginnings
of the Jines.

% DBr. has n“n but in view of the annals, according 1o which the first campaign was eon-

dueted in the year 23, Lepsivs is of course correet in giving 23, Squecze has 23,
%) The & is uncertain on the squeeze,
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»Behold he landed at Thebes, — () (2)...... My majesty established for

him a feast of victory anew, at the return of my majesty from the first vic-
torious eampaign, overthrowing wretched Rethenu (and) widening the confines
of Egypt. in the year 23 hy the victories which he gave to me. (3)...... «
[»The first feast of victory. was celebrated at the feast: (name of the feast
of Amon)], the first feast of Amon, in order to make it of 5 days duration.«
»The second feast of vietory®) was celebrated at the feast: ‘Day of Bringing

in the God’, the second feast of Amon, in order to make it of 5 days duration.«

Yy A tpiononpt after kb tpion Chan. in the following phrase. Br.. Thes. is totally confused,
2) % is waoting in Br., hoth Rec. & Thes. Squeeze has it

3) Br., Rec. & o
. o
‘) Br. gives no trace of the month number.

The text sh(mq a divtography of » #h. This genetive n to express apposition is not un-

common, cf. K K&t“*g% Abmose -si-Ebene 1. 5) »the ship (of} The Bullocks.
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»The third teast of victory was celebrated, at the 5th feast of Amon, in
Hakt-cnfh) [in order to make it of 5 days duration).«

»[My majesty established for him] a great oftering for this feast of victory,
which my majesty made anew, consisting of: (List of offerings).«

s[Year 23. Month] 2 of &7, day 14, when the majesty of this angust god
proceeded, to make his voyage in his Svuthern Opet, my majesty established
a great offering for this day, at the entranee into Southern Opet, consisting of:
(List of offerings), from the first of the vietories which he gave to me.«

As the three feasts of victory are distinetly stated to have heen established
at the return Irom the first eampaign. the date of any one of these feasts
would determine approximately the date of the king’s return. The first feast
of vietory coincided in date with the first teast of Amon. Unfortunately the
feasts of Amon are not numbered in any of the surviving calemdar fragments,
but the first feast of Amon ecan hardly he any other than the Amon-feast occur-
ring first in the year. As the name of the feast has disappeared it is impossible
to compare with the calendar of Amon at Medinet Habu®). and it is a question
whether the astronomical feasts in Thoth could he ealled feasts of Amon®). In
view of the uncertainty. we ean do no more than affirn that the first feast
of victory took place early in the ealendar year, and that Thutmose HI. had
therefore returned to Thebes by that time from lis first campaign.

The second and third feasts of victory again, cannot he dated by the
numbers of the Amon-feasts with which they coineide, but the name of the
second feast of Amon, coineident with the second feast of victory, is preserved as
SWFIP'% tf_}»t]m day of bringing in the god«. This name is not found in
any of the ealendars. Tt belongs to an incident connected with Amon’s «Southern
Opet festival«, viz. the return from Luxor (Southern Opet) to Karnak. This is
clear ifrom the words of Piﬂnk])i in his great inseription (. 25— 26)%):
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Here fortunately the date of this return to Karnak is added: the 2nd of
Hathor®); hence the second feast of victory was celebrated on this day. But
it is clear that Thutmose TH. was present in Thebes hefore this date.

After fixing the ealendar of the three feasts of victory (ll. 3—4) the text
goes on to enumerate lists of offerings to be presented to Amon on these and

o

1) The name of the mortnary temple of Thutmose 111.: read _f, & [lnkt-tnf). See SpiR6eL-
RERG, Rec. XIX 86 —89,

%) Br., Thes. 11 364 and Ditx., Kal. X—XIV.

3) Althongli the feast of the new year is called a feast of Amon on the Elephantine frag-
ment, Br., Thes. 11 363,

%) From a photograph. 3) See bk Rover, Mél, d'Arch. 1 134,

17
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other teasts of thix god (II. 4-—06). At the teast of Amon in Southern Opet
(Luxor) there appear offerings from the first of the king's vietories. The date
of this feast is given, but unfortunately is not completely preserved. The
number of the &/-month cannot be less than two, but it may be three'). This
would leave a month’s margin of uncertainty. We must therefore turn to
the Amon-Calendar for the date of this feast. Unfortunately we possess
no complete Amon-Calendar of this period. The Karnak fragments®) of Thut-
mose HL's time do not contain this feast. It is luckily preserved however on
the Elephantine fragment®) as followc'

|/°\lo olIrI\qu qmai Nl

It is liere given as heginning on the 15th of the second ¢’/-month
(whereas our text has the 14th) and lasting 11 days. Later, in the time of
Ramses I1L%). it began on the 19th®) of the second $’f-month. continued dur-
ing the remaining 12 days of that month and 12 more in the next (continuing
therefore 10 days after the return to Karnak on the 2nd). a total of 24 days®.
It is clear therefore that the month-number in our passage is two’). The arrival
of' Thutmose IIl. in Thebes after his first campaign could therefore not have
been later than the 14th of the second §7-month (Paophi) of his 23rd year?)
and it is possible that he arrived there several weeks earlier than this. The
dates for his first campaign from beginning to end are therefore as follows"):

Y 1t is remarkable that Bruescn (Thes. 11 363) has not included this date. Tle has evidently
used it later, for hie speaks of vein grofses. zn Ehren des Gottes Amon gefeiertes thebanisches
Fest« taking place on the T4th of Paophi (Aegyptologie 362, also Gesch. 329) which .shows that
lie aceepts the month number as wtwoa.

%) Br.. Thes. 11 362 aud Mar.. Kar. pl. 14, %) Br., Thes. I1 383: LD. H1, 43¢

1) Great calendar of Ramses II1. on the sonth wall at Medinet. 1laby, Briescn. Thes. 11 364
and Dis., Kal. XV—XVHIL. Tt is here ealled simply: »his feast of Opets; it bears the same des-
ignation in the fragments of Ramses 11.’s Lalend'n‘ DOy, Die Kalendarischen Opferfestlisten im
Tempel von Med. Hah, Taf. 1 Nr. 10, Taf. 2 Nr. 13): but it can hardly be any other than the
feast of the Elephantine tragment above. So al.\o Brucscu. Geseh. p. 329, footnote. referring only
to Ramses 111

5y DOsmcnex (Taf. XIV) bas Isth; his own text (Taf. XV) where the 19th is ecalled the
+first day of the lTeast.. shows that this is an error.

°) An increase in the length of the feast is what we should expect under Ramses Iil

?) This may also be demonstrated from the date in the Piankhi passage above, for the voyage
in «Xouthern Opets must of conrse have preceded the return to Karnak on the 4ud of the 3rd ¢
month: hence, in order to take place on a 14th day, it imust have happened in the preceding. vz, the
2nd $'¢-wmouth.  lenee also. the Jater name of the ?nd month: »Padphic (— l’:’l-'()pel).

*y 1 rake it no one will question the restoration »year 23«3 lor the context places it beyond
donbt. Liemerix also restores 23 (Rec. 1, 65 —69) but enrionsly places the date at the beginning
of Thutmose’s 23rd year for he says: »ce fut an commencement de I'an 23 que Thotmés 11 fit
Potfrande . dont parle inseription. pour la victoire gqu'il avait remportée I'an 22+, This confusion
renders any eonclusion as to the length of the first eampaign impossible. for there was no cam-
paign of the year 22, and the second §¢-month is 6 months distant from the »eommencemente
of Thatmose’s 23rd year (P’achion 1).

%) From the texts of the Annals LD, 0L 310 1L 1—67: ib. 32 0. 1—32 = Br.. Thes. V
ppe 133 —1166, 0. 1—79 and 1—21.
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Approximate distance

Event. Enslish miles, Year of reign.  Calendar month.  Day.
5 Zara { (60 22nd Sth 25th")
¥ Gaza: Feast of Coronation \ D3l Oth Jth
lepz}rtlu'o Irom Gaza /(_'S“m 90 » » 5th
t Yelem A » » 1Gth
1 Erune \ ? » » 19th
parture from Erune | _ » » 20th?)
rrival before Megiddo y o dors » » 20th?) (. 1:00 p.m.)
nttle of Megiddo » » 2 st
eginning of Siege of Megidda » » »
"pture of Megiddo { o » ? ?
larch to Lebanon \at least 75 » ¥ 4
l%pture of Yenomwm, Neges and 148 days
Hurenkeru®) » ? b4
onstruction of Fort inLebanon { annd » ? ?
cturn to Thebes ‘“wr'm“ ) » Lo B! LIt

In less than 148 days, roughly five months, Thutmose HL. fonght the battle
of Megiddo, completely invested with a wall the powerful fortress of Megiddo
itself’ and captured it: marched northword 75 miles to the Lebanon Region,
captured three cities and huilt a fortress there: completed the return to the
Delta coast and the voyage up river to Thebes: and celebrated his first feast of
victory there. The entire eampaign from the depavture from Zaru to the wrri-
val in Thebes lasted a maximum of 175 days: that is. in 5 months and
25 days from the day on which he left Zarn he was celehrating his great
feast of Amon at Thebes. Fortunately we are able to locate this period
approximately in the astronomical calendar and tell in what month he went
and returned.  According to a fragment in Elephantine. as is well known,
a heliacal rising of Sothis took place during the reign of Thutmose 1. on the
28 of Epiphi®). Caleulated from this datum, tlie mareh from Zaru took place
about April 17th and the celebration in Thebes after Thntmose's return, about
Oct. 9%. The entire campaign in terms of our own calendar is as follows:

%) Lacking in LD. and Bruescu but preserved in Crame. Not. deser. 11 154

%) Date is not given in the text. hut is clear from the context.

3} The three cities may have been eaptured during the march to Lebanon: see MifLLes. Asien
pp 200 11

Y Of this distance at least 500 miles would he made on the Nile. 1t is extremely pro-
“ame

bable that the northern hall was also by water on the Mediterrancan. Otherwise we must
that Thutmose travelled with unusnal rapidity.  Of course Le wonld retwn far in advance of
his army.

% Bruescu, Thes. 11 363: LD. HI, 43e; pe Morcan. Cat. des Mon. 1 121,

%) 1 purposely refrain from introducing here any computation for the year B.C.. as 1 de-
sive merely to establish the season of the year. not the yeer. Leaving such computations entirely
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Event. Approximate date.

In Zaru April 17th
In Gaza. Feast of Coronation »  26th
Departure from Gaza »  27th
In Yehem May  8th
In Erune » 11th
Deparvture {rom Ernune »  12th
Arrival before Megiddo »  12th
Battle of Megiddo » 13th
Beginning ot Siege of Megiddo »  13th
Capture of Megiddo ? ?

Marell to Lebanon 2 ?

Caprure of Yenoam. Neges and Hurenkeru  ? ?

Construetion of Fort in Lebanon ? ?

Return to Thebes not later than Oct.  9th

I have not at hand the data for comparing this itinerary with the mar-
ches of later armies. but it is interesting to note that the campaign falls
exactly within the Tlimits of the dry season in Palestine. The rains of
winter in Palestine have ceased by the middle of April and begin again
by the end of October'). Thutmese moved out of Zaru just as the rainfall
ceased, and allowing him. five or six weeks for his return journey from
Lebanon to Thebes, he would have left lebanon not long hefore the return
of the rains?),

It is further evident that Thutmose's campaign was in the summer, froni
the fact that he arrived at Megiddo in time to cut the standing grain as
forage for the army.  Afterward he harvested the fields of Megiddo and
registered the vield®).

The smonth of his other campaigns is omitted. except in the ease of the
seventh in »year 31, first month of smw. day 3«. which would also fall in
the latter part of Aprilh).

aside. we ean extablish the date in the yearly calendar within a maximum margin of uneertainty
of ——5 or + 7 davs. as we do not koow the exact date in Tlmtmose’s reign 1o which the Ele-
pbantine calendar helongs.  Assuming its date to be the same year as the campaigns. we have
the ealendar as 1 have given it with the above uncertainty.  Dr. ManLer (37,1889, 8. 101—102)
regards the dates in the Anpals as given in terms of the fixed vear. This places the departure
from Zarn as early as the 9th or i0th of Maveh.  That the dates in the annals are as wswal in
terms of the shifting calendar is @ préioré certain; further, a march from Zaru so early as March
10t 5 weeks before the elove of the rainy season is exceedingly improbable.

B G AL Swen Ilistorieal Geography of the Lloly Land pp. 63 —64.

%) They are often a month carlier in Lebanon than elsewhere. iid. p. 64, note 1.
5 LD M3z 3k 20 21,
%) Text: Leps. Ausw. XI1 L 9 — Iirresen. Thes. p. 1171,
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The Syrian c¢ampaign of Amenhotep 11 falls also in the dry season'). On
the 26th of Pachons he erossed the Oroutes: this was about the middle of May?),
just at the time Thutmose I arrived in Northern Palestine.  Fourteen days
later®), that is ahbout the first of June Amenhotep arrvived in Niy. Ten days
later we find him capturing an unknown city in the same region. but un-
fortunately we are not able to pursue his itinerary further. Ramses 1. also
employed the summer for his Syrian campaigns.  On the $ith of Epiphi he
was in Phoenicia*) on the march against Kadesh, Admitting with Bruesen®)
that the rising of Sothis took place on the first of Thoth in the 30th year
of Ramses I’s reign. this would date his march through Ploeenicia about the
30th or 3lst of May. Twenty years ago, without the aid of the above Sothis
dates, LiesLEix made it very probable that the Pharaohs conducted their Syrian
campaigns in the dry season®). e addnced in addition to his chronological
arguments, the very convinecing testimony of Hebrew references to the season
of war.

It wonld he of great interest, as well as very important for our chrouology,
to establish the season of campaigning in Nubia also. With the new Sothis
date discovered by Borcmarnt, this conld now he done for the middle as well
as the new empive.

1) The following based on a collation ol Craxe., Not. desc. 11 185 —1I86 (only 1l I—Ib,
1.9 is not omitted as indicated); Maseero, AZ. XVII 56—57 (copies Cuanr.); RINL 175—176;
Botrianr, Ree. XHU 160—161: Wiepemaxn, PSBA. X1, 422—423; emendations by Ermas,
AZ.1889 5.39—41.

%) Allowing for a few davs gained sinee Thutmose IIL's ealendar of Elephautine,

3) »2nd month of Sonee tPauni) 10th day«: the texts of ne Rovei. Bovrianr, WikneMasy
aud Brrasen (translation) all show smouth 2« against Coampornnion’s »month 3« usually accepted.
Note further that the follmeing date is also in month 2. That §me. rot §'t, is to be read here is
clear from the determinative and the smuw-date preceding and follmeing.  MasrEro now accepts this,
although he formerly read §¢ (Srrecee. p. 211 and 291). The old supposition that Amenhotep
wintered in Asia is without Lasis. although it is still defended (Prerie. History 1T 135).

4 Abu Simbel text: Caane. Mon. 27—29, Ros., Mon. stor, 100—102, LD, IIL INT/ and ¢
Ramesseum text, L. 111, 153, Snarer, Inse. 2nd part pl. 52.

8) Thes. I, p. 1153 Mauner (AZ. 1859, 8,99 —100), and bid. 1891, 99 6

%) Ree. 1. 63. 45 and 141.



