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The Obelisks of Thutmose III. and his Building Season m Egypt. 
By .h~IES IIEXHY DR~<:Asn:I>. 

lli•·rw T~f,·l Ill. 

lu ••PIPhrntion of' th•· usunl jnhil .. •· on th<• :lOth :~nuiYPrs:•ry ol' his hPing· p•·o­

f'lainu•d <·rown prin<·P Hllfl on l'<'f'llrl'<'IH'f'S ol' the sHill<' f'•'a.st. Thntmos.• Ill. 

<'l'<'<'te•l n serif's of' 11t le:ISt sf'H'II oiH•lbks. of whif'h lin' \\'1'1'1' in Til<' Ill's :11111 

two in llf'liopolis. Thf' IHtll·r now st11nd liw" to liu·•· 011 C':lf'h sid<' of tl11• 

Athmti<', as the~· Oll<'C stood side hy side :1t thP pmtnl ofn Ilfoliopolis t•·n1pifo. 

t lf' thf' til·c nt Th<·hes, not fill<' "11'\'h'Ps in l·:.tr~·pt: :ill hnYill.!<' I"Tish<'d sn,·•· 

two. nn<l tlws<• :11'1' now iu l•:urope: ou<• in tiH• pinzza oJ' thf' LntPI'HII in Honw. 

tit<' othr·t· in ('onst:mtinople. \\'" :m• thus l'l'f'SI'lltf'd witl1 the siii'J>risiug 

S]'f.'f't:wk ol' tlu• .gTf'HIP.,t of thP Phnrnoh's without n single Slll'\·i\'iug ohC'Iisk 

in thP htnd h<· rukd. whil" th•• m•Hl<'l'll wori<l poss.•ssf's a liiH' oft hem t'P:Jeh­

ing-. from C'oustnutinopl•· to ;:\',.,,. \'1>1'k. 

ThC' i:ttt'r histor~· of thP two suniYillg Tll('hHII oh<•li.sks is tolel'<ihl,\· \\'I'll 

lm0\\'11. Tlw onP in {'oust:llltinopl<· \\':Is rrmoYP<l thitlu•1· hy thP f'lll]H't'OJ' Tll<'o­

dosins1): whi!P that of th<' Lnt<-rnn :t!1<·r i>l'ing· s.'t np in till' Cil'f'Hs :\I:Jximns 

1·~- Coust:mtius Oil his Yisit (o nonlf' in i\;)i, \\'as <lis.·OYPI'Pd l>J·ol<f'll into tln•pe 

pi<'<"es in l;'l8i' mHl <'l'<'l'lc-d on its Jli'PS<'IIt sill' in th<' IH'Xl y•·:tr l>y l'upe i'ixtns \'. 

But regarding the nmnhf'l' 1111•l the I'(Jr/irr l•istOJ')' of till' TIH·han oiH•lisks uf 

Thutmosc Ill.. the g-reatest •·onfusioll preY:Iils. Thi, sc·•·ms to lu• owing to t lw 

litet thnt t h<' i ns<'ript imwl Jll:l t •·rin I hn.s h<'<'ll ""'·~· s I'" ri ugly Plll]'loyPd o1· in 

SOJIIC (':IS('S l!Ot 11t all: W]H'J'P:!s it. is iliiJH>s-ihlf• (I> lf':Jl'n till' stul',\' oi' stl<'h 

monuments without Pxhaust h-.. !lsi' of' thf' insniptiolh. 

Th<' Li!!f'r:lll ohP!isk itself !<•lis II' llltlf'h uf its •·:u·liPI' hi.story. !11 thP fir,t 

pl:t<'f', it stood :lion<' and was not on\' of a pair: l<ll' tlH· d,·di•·:ttion ins(')'i)'tiun 2
) 

(south si•l<-, mi•l<lle f'oluum) spPab of' ""r•·•·tintr {;, .. ltim (A1non) a .,ing-1<· (ll'r/1) 

ol>!'lbk ....... 11s the first heg·inuin.tr of' Pl'f'f'ting· 11 .,inglt· o),.•]i,k 3
) in Tllf'l"·'"· 

ll<•JH'<' 1\'P h:tYt' not. its ('plio\\' tn :o•·•·uunt for. .\s to its urigilwl sit .. , 

its own ins<"riptions :Jl'P ratlwr .-xpli•·it, n•f'('rdng· no J,." than four tinw.s to 

its lo<'>ttion in TI ... l><'': 

1) \\'"rEDE.liANN. Gesch. p. iHi;). 
2) l\IARrccnz, Uli Ohelischi l·:~iziani eli Homa. T:l\'. I. 
3) Hence \YJimF.)JANN·s idea (GPsch. ;~!j;,) thnt tlw LatCI':lll nhdi~k and tlwt or ('oustantinoplt>: 

belong togelhl'l', must he gin·u up. 
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sit" 

l. \. 't ~ =roW11 n ° ~I~ I tDf'<lil"ntiou of'TlllltliiOSI' Ill.) »ill lht• fill'('-
j}',~ Dj[J; Jr' ~o.!J 0 

l'ourt of fl1t' t<'mpl<' on•r ag·:linst Knrnnk •. 

:2. y=l \\ \;> WW>A nO ~I~ I (\\"hr•n filtlllll, it \\"liS 1,\'iug·) »Oil I hi' south 
I I % I ~o.!J o 

:--idt"' '•f Km·nnk «. 

:1. rr~.n "=-4 ~~~~~ ,IJ,. ('J'('I'I<>d it in Knrnal(•. 

4. =PJlQl ~ NWW~~JJI Z 1 (lt.wnsPreet!'cl) »llt thenppPrportnlofK:trnnk«. 

In YiP\\' of tht''l' datn there is only o1w plnc·f' in the XYlllth cl~·nnsty 

Knrnnk tempi<' whl'I'<' tl1P ohelisli •·oul<l lun·e .,too<l. The only •fon'l'ourt • 

whi<·h j, ,. in Kamnk • and in whirh :til olwlisk <"nnl<l ])(' l't'C'C'ted »:tt the nppPr 1
) 

portal of Karnak•. is the one hetin·e thP pylon (No. \'Ill on REtn:KEu·s map) 

of Tlmtmo"' lll.. oil the ~onth ,;i<l<o of the temple, wht•rf', ae('ol'lling- to No.2 

al"''"''· thP olwlisk had lJl'en iuu111l, as !Pft lying by Thutmose Ill. It wns in 

front of hi>< 'outhet·n pylon then, hetwel'n it nnd thP one· (L\) ereete•l by his 

fatlH'r nnd lbtshel"lll, that Thutmose III. 's .u:reatcst of ~m·yi\'illg obPiisks \\'liS 

st•t up. It- l""ition when found would i111licnt<• that this \\'liS furthel'llwrc tlw 

l•wation intl'ncle•l J'or it by Thntmose HI. himsl'lf. The dnt1· of its Pl'e<·tion is 

hoth intPrPsting :m<l importnnt. as is \\·ell known: ht>ing in the reign of Thut­

lll<>s<' !\'., ai'tl'r it h:ul »spent :15 yem·s lying upon its sill(' in th" hands of 

tlu• •·r;dhmen". TlH• ])('_g-inning of this 3:i y•·nr perio•l l'llll h:mlly llliYe lwen 

nt nn~- otlwr time thnn th" death of ThutmosP III.. thP only PYPrit whil'h eouhl 

<'OIH'l'i,·nhly stop the work upon ;1 g-rcnt mnnmul'nt of so l'lll'l'g'l'tic a king. 

But as th<' 1lntt• of tlw l'reetion in Thntmose 1\'.'s rPiQ'l_l is t~ot st:ttPil. tf1l' 

nul~· eonelnsion Ji.u·nishe<l hy this llllllllllll<"llt b: tlwt Amenhotep ll. mul Thut­

mose 1\'. I'Ci~·ue<l at lenst n t11tal of :!5 ~-pm·s. 
Thl' ('onstnntinople ohl'lisk lws lwPn the subjeet of mueh disl'nssion. TlH' 

latPs( trc·ntnwnt 2
) woul<l i<lenti!\ it with thl' l'nnrmous ol.eli.-<ks sonw I~;) fpp(. 

ld!!h. m•·ntimw•l on !111• Northamptuu Steln 3). But with thP <liseoYPI')' of t.h•· 

•·ntiJ'I' s!el:i. it <tp[H'lll's tlwt tlw olwlisb llll'llt.ion<'d UJ'IIII it. Wl'l'l' thl' work of 

llntshPpsut.'), whl'rens tlH• insl'riptions on th<' Coustnnt.inoplc obelisk show 

•·le<!rl.'· thnt it is thf' work of Thutmo~l' 111. Fortunnt<·ly the Kanwk templ<• 

''ill lH'Pst'rYes iuseripti<~wd e,·idPIII'I' fol' tl1e emnplet•• idPutitieation of the Con-

1
) It is tt·tw tlmt hut is the 11~11<ll word fell" imlicatir1p: "uppt~l'"• with J•eft•t·ence to the ri\"t•r·. 

hut in eonnt>ction with thr pla'"P- whert~ the olwJis(;: was fonwl, thet't\ cau be uo questinn of the 
lllt'anin_g" ht•rt•. 

2
) l'F.TRIE, llistory. 11 131 1~:1: before tlu~ discove1·y t;fthe \\'lu1l1' of the Nortl~tlmpttm Stela. 

3
) HPc. XXII, 1 J:J-1~5. 

') :\ot lu·r p:til· of which mw still .staJJds in l\aru:tk. for thl~ hl"i~ht. Hi;>. fept wlu•ther of 
t•:u·lt 1 ll" LJf hotl1 romlJint•tl. llot•s not coim·irle with tlw smTh·in~ Kcnu:tk olwlisk uf Ilatslwp.snt. 
Tlw I~;, fool (!lwlisks lllnst J,e a pait• IIIIW pt·rislwd. or which the top of ont' nnw :-;tamls in tlu~ 

g-nrdPtJ of tin• tiizt·h .1\lu-.;eum (~ETIIE )\Z. :111. 17). 
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1!1111.] .1. II. BRF.ASTF.O: The Ol><'lisi<S of Tlmtmos.• Ill .. &c. . .. 
~tnntinopl<• olu•lbk. On th•· w:~ll ot' thP _\mmls b a r..Jic·!'') shn\dn.t(t'hulnloS~·lll. 

oll'Prill.!.\' the spiPillli<l piuudPl' of his -bi:1tic w:n·s to "\mon. imlll<'lli:ltPly ],pfol'P 

him :11'1' two ohelisl;s. both ht·:n·iu.!.\" Psso·nti:~lly th1• ~:IIlli' ,],.,Ji,·:~tion ill,l't'iption. 

A g·i:IIH'<' nt OIH' of th••st• two (pl. III 1i.!.\". 2) 2
) ~i<IP I>~· ~idP with tl14• ('ousl:lllti­

llO]>I•• olll'lisk (pl. Ill liu;.l )")will sli4>W that lht· insl'riptious :II'<' pt':l!'ti4':1lly id••uti(';tl. 

Tlw ouly •litli•n•n•·•·s :11'1' ~ 1 f4>r i1; nwl t hP omissiou of V, r: 
1 

iu t lw 

(;oidPn llorus tl:llll<' ou till' rPliPf ol>elisk (fig.:.!). Th,·sp :II'<' sw·h trilling 

n1ri:•tions of I'Otllllll>ll my:tl P[>ithl'b "' would IH• m:ult• ],_,. :1 Sl'l'ihP in •·:trrying· 

the titnl:n·~· in rouu;h not..s fi·om tlu• olwlisli ontsid•· th" tPIII]'lP door lo thP 

\\":til within thl' (Plll]'h·. But th•· mo~t. strikiug 4'\'idl'lli'P of thP id•·ntits or 

the two ohPibb (tk. I mul :.!1 is the riltwl sr<'IH' of th•• witw oll'•·rin.!.\' nt tlw 

top /}('/011' fliP p!JI'WIIidlon :md o•·•·np~·inu; thP •·ntir" width of th<• o],p]bk. Tl>is 

is :til lllli<ptP p1'1'11li:1rity :llllOllg th1• TJ,.•h:ill olll•lisk.s of Thntn1osP Ill .. \Yhi•·h 

in Yi•·w of th1· Jll'lll'li<·:il i<IPutit~· of thP ,],·dieation ills('riptions. fortns •·ou­

•·ln.,i\-1' proof t lwt t h<• Const:mtiuopl<· oi>Piisk is BOlli' ot h1•r th:nt t l11• Otl4' ollh·Pd 

hy Thnhll<N' Ill. to .Amon on th1• w:tll of tlw K:~nwk t..mpi<-'1). Tlds n·lil'f' 

(fi.!.\'. :.!) tiH•rpfc>l'<' rP.,(on•s to '" till' lost l'ondnsion of tl11• dP<li1•:ttory in•wriptiou 

011 thl' ('onstmttinopiP oiH•lisk. Th .. I'OIIl}':llliOll or li(.\'.:.! (in th·· l'Pii<'l') l'ut•tdslws 

two illl<'l'l'Sting \':tl'i:mts: :_·\~\\~ n/1('() AT<'III. im'.!.\'P olli'Jisks«, in tlw pl:ll'e 

of'tiH' phtrni: :nul tiH• ;u]ditioH (J.pfot'<' ~) of =CQlCQll~ n:lt li14• donh!P 

lit<•:td<' of tl11• tPntplP«. This J:~,t is :1 •·ommon d••sig11:1lioH fot' tlw silP of :t p:tir 

ofolu•lisks. :Is ou thl' nhPiisk ofTimtmosi'I.(LD.III.Ii) lllld, t'Pf<'ITingto tltl' 

s:ttlll' 'pnit·, in till' insr·l'iplion or lllni (HP('. Xll. (li(i I. !l): 111'11''1' it is IIIli 

•li~tilll'!in• l'noll!.\'it to i<ll'tttl' tell' "' in 1\::tt'll:il\ tlt1• •ll'iginal sill' ol' th<• Cou­

st:mtinopl•· olu•li~k nnd its lo~t fp]Jow. TltPy llt:IY h:t\'1' ~tood :tl ti11• P:I~tl'l'll 

Plltr:tlll'<' ],.•fin·•· Ibn .!!'l'l':tl •·olonu:ull'd lwll wlti•·h Tlllltntos.• Ill. lwd :tddPd 

tltl'n'. As (,., tltl'it· 1lntP, WI' ~Iwll I'''"·'~'IIII~· prm·•· llwt tl11·~· \1'1'1'1' ,.,.,.,.tl'd IH·­

fcH'I' t h<· kill!:-·s .l2u<l yP:tt·, a limit wlti•·lt is furtltPI' wttToii'Pd J.y :t t'l'f'Pr<'l!f'P 

on th1• ('on,l:tlltinopk ol11•1isk to tl11· l't'o-sill.!!' of tltl' Jo:upht·:tt•··' ( ntlll' u;n·nl 

lwnd ot' 1l711'1t"). 1111 1'\"Pilt whi<-lt look pl:wl' 011 th•• I'OIIlp:tign oftlt1• :l:\,·11 Yl':ll'. 

\\·e nwy pl:tf'<' till' l'l'l'l'lion ot' tltis pait· tiH·n, 111'1\H'<'n lh•• ~-""''' :1:1 :nul -t:!. 

1) ruAllP •• l\lnn. l\ .. ~If); pnrtially Rwu:r.L., .:\lou. Stol'. Tc·xt 111 I Jl· I2r); BnnoN. EX4'. 

llier. '29; nnuGSCH. Thes. y I IH;j 11'. 
2) The drawing (fig. 2) is from f'nA.lfl'. :\lou. which lwsitlt~ minor in:u·c·u1·ncil's is int·on·t>et 

in showing the nnnw nf Amon intact; as th~ other pnhlicatious provt·. it Wit~ t·nt out. 
3) FI'UIIl Ll>. Ill. lill. 
4) Tlte omh;sion in fig-.~ of tlu~ scc·nc on tlu~ p_n·amiflion of li~. I is of no wt·i~ht in tlu~ 

tHst·ussion; for I: uone of our publications is aecm·:,tc ami ('omplPtl' henl'c it 111ay t·a~ily ill' th:1t 

thP. omi:-;siou is not in tlw ori~hml ~ :2. hut if thf• omi~:-;ioll is n·nlly iu Ilu• ori~innl, it i:-; t'<lsily 
il<'<'ottnted for hy tlw fact that it would. ha,·,~ lu•pn ,.,.,.~. difJi1·ult for tlH• S('I'iJ,p who ('opiP41 till~ 

gr-ent oht•lis1< when stanc1in.({ to ~rt• this !'ii'P.rlf'; :t ltis olH•Iisk in tllf~ I'Piief is 11t1 a \'4'I'Y small scnlf', 

nntllw may tlwnoforc> lmvc into?ution:1lly omitted till' s<·t·nc on tbc pyrnmidio11, .as hns lu·t~n dorw in (ig.3. 

Zcit.,ebr. f, X~y]1t. ~pr .. XX..'XIX. Haud. !Hill. 



]XXXIX. Bnn.J. 

TherP mls still nnother pnir of ohelish <'l'<'etc~d hy Thntmo~e Ill. :1t Thebes. 

TJ 11 ·_1- han• huth perished without le11Ying a tn1ce, nne! it is only from 11 scene') 

; 11 tlw tom], of Pu-em-Hec, one of thP nr!'hitc•ets, who nssisteel in their c•rPetion, 

that In' knoll' nn~·tlaing of them. En•n hc>re one of tla•m has elis:1ppem·ed ]c>:l\'in,g' 

only t r;H'I's of its bnsP. The othe1· (pl. liT li,q. :l) sho11·s b~·· its inscription tlmt it, 

is not to he• iclentiliPd 11·ith ;m~- of the ohelisks llirPlHiy elisens~eel. It is C'!Pm·J~­

onc· of 11 spc·oncl pair. tlw elate nne! site of' whic'l1 in K:lrn11k, must ri'IIHiin llll· 

e·ertnin. To reenpitnh1te•, we h11n• nt Knrnnk, eluC' to Tlmtmnsc III. thl' following 

ohPlbh: tlw sing-It· one now hy the Lnternn in Home: ancl two pair. of whieh 

tl1e one noll' in ('nnstantinople is tin• soli' surYil'er. This is striking-!~· eor­

rollClratPcl h:- Tlllltmost• IIT.'s ,great list 2
) of fensts ;mel oft'erings, which fbnns 

thc• eontinnation of' the mmnls. :mel in its introelnetion proeeeels with the 

n:IITlltin• of the• eonelusion of his first c:~mpnigu 3). Tl.e elate of the ereetion 

of thi,; t:~lole of t'C'nsts nnd ofl'c•rings is important, ns showing to wlwt perioel 

it,; "''icknc•p refi.'rs. ThP iitl't th:~t it eontinuPs thP amwls 1\'0IIIcl inelientP that 

it b on._. wholl' with them, aiiCl of the s:mw dntP. Yiz. the :·enr 42. This 

I'Oil<'lusion is n•nekreel <"L'rtnin hy a en sun] re•fhenec in the list. of fcn•eig-11 

c·aptiYP,; prPscnte·cl to Amon. whieh. so snys the insPripticm (1. 7), C'Olltinnes 

•from tiH• ye•ar XXIII until the ree·orelingo of this inse·ription (trd pn) npon thb 

snnl'tiHII'Y". This refPrPnce wonlel hnve no me:min,~ nn!Pss tiH' cbtc> of »tit!' 

rpc·nrcling of this tahiC'!• hncl bePn alreuely inelie·ntPel, whieh Wl' fitHI to hP tlw 

t'llsP. AftPt' tlw IHll'l'lltion of the last e·amp:1ign. the mmnls inst•J•iption is snm­

m:trizPcl as "reeorcling tlte vidoriPs ll'hich lte (Timtmose• Ill.) \\'on· from tiH• 

yPar XXII[!] to thc ;·Plll' :l2 (.•ir!). whPII thi~ insl·ription wr] pn \\'lis rl•e·cmll'd 

IIJHlll this smlC'tllm'y•'). It is P]Pnr thnt ll'U pn •·el'e•rs to the Pnt~re rC'e·orcl wall 

lll'OIIIHI thP sanetuar;· nne] thus the insC"ription 5
) of fio:~sts ;mel offc•rings from 

thP lnlrs is ehttPll 11s inC"Imling nothing ai'ter tlw ye:~r 42 6). Its testimony on 

the· obelisks thPrdtJI'C' will rPih· to tlwsc• existing in or hefi>rP th:~t )'Par. Among 

its ofl'erinq-lists appear (I. Hi): 

1
) Lll. Ill. 3!!. 

') J.IJ. 111. :JOb Bnn:scn, H(·t~. clt·s l\lon.l 1:~--l-l. 
3) :-;,.,. my ·Length awl :-;,."""' of Tlmlmosc• !I I.'s Fi1·st l':unpaign•, .\z. :\7. 
11 l.ll.lll. :\lln 1.~11 ~ llnc·c;scn, Thes.IPH-~.j 1.~11. 

·.\ That a dom· iutc·•·vpnel-i ill tlw wall hetWCf'U the~ last campaign of tlw annnls nod the• 
iu:-;c·•·ipliou of ft•asts nurl ofl",·•·ing.s, is of no siguifif'nncl'; for the annal:-; are tltemseh·e~ intt'J'I'IIph•d 

l,y a dom·, ami a corur1· of the room t•mmd whi1•lt th(•y turn, hnt this does nnt ]U'e'\'ent tl1eir 
;u·uwlly lwing includcll hy the scrihe. iu the term 1rd pn. 

r.) .:~:! .. l1as long- lw~n rerognizL~d as au ~~r·rm· for "12·. and it is not rwces.c,;aJ'Y to J'(~itC't'nte 

I he }H'oof for it lwrc•. 
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o\\~=~~~JJ~ 
·Divine oll'erings iiw 4 g-reat ol>Plisks. whit·h m\· majt•st,\' m:ull' a new iiJJ· 

my tilt her 1.\monl: I'OIIsisting- of 1 no Ynrious lu:l\'t•s :nul I j:u·s of lu••···· \dJit·h 

arc f(w P:teh out• of these olH•lisks." 

FurtiH•r on. t1J(' ill'l'l'iption ngain (1. 3:!) refi·rs to o!l'erings !br ~ n,il~fi'l. 
Up to tlll• ypar 4:? tlll'relill'l'. T111111110st' Ill. h:t1l Prl'l'tl'll two pair of olwlisks 

at Knrnak, and it 1·an hm·d1y hP tlouhll'd I lwt thl''l' :n·•• the two pair whi1·h 

\I'C )HI\'<' aln•:1d~· limml in ot 111'1' sOIII'I'I'S. Thl'l'l' aJ'I' :dso ot IJ<•J' ill,l'riptional 

rl'li•rt•uees to tIll'.'<' ohPlis1;s. :\lt·nk IH"[>I'I'I'I'S<'II ,.], mentions i 11 his tom h, i 11 a list 

of works whit-h hP l'l'l'l'il'll 

•I insJWt'ted his 11Hlj1•sty's l'l't•('(ion of llHIII~- oh,•lisks awl tlagsta\'es fi11· 

his t:.tllf•r, .\mnn« 2
). Tht• king rl'li•rred to is T1mtmo.-.· III. .\ s.·:•rah 3

), :dso 

lw:u·s tlw Wtmls: •Thutmost• Ill .. wlws.• ol><•lisk, <'JH111J'I' in thl' hous<· of' .\111011«. 

T11is I'OIIIjlll'tt•s till' list of Tlwh:m olH"Iisb. l'r<·t•tt•<1 l>y Tlnlt!IIOSL' Ill., in so 

f:u· :ts t11P sonrt•es arl' knowu to nu'1): f;, •. 1111· ol>P1bk of' Thutmos•· 1 .. ap­

propriat<•l] h~- Tlllltlllos<· Ill .. wns not <"l'<'l'tl'd hy him, as Thutnws.· I.'s dt•di­

•·ntlun iust:J'iption uistin.-t)~- st:ttl's tlwt hi' l'l'l'l'lt•d tlw two. Thi.s i.s t'O!'I'OIHII'att•d 

l>y thP insl'l'iption of lnni'). 

It is of some impo•·t:lllt'l' to t'lll'l'l'bltt• tlH's<' ThPI>:Ill olH•1isks with tlw Jlllir, 

wl1it-h ·the sanlf' king I'J'I't'l<'d nt IIPiiopolis. FI'O!ll tiH" tlc-dit-afioll on oil<' of' 

tiJt•st• WI' know th:1t Thutmost• Ill. , ... J,•hr:~t<•<l at l<':bt 4 ~/b-sr/-juhill'<'s"). "\s 

tht> L:Jierall ol><•lisk w:ts unlinislw<l at his <l<·Htl<. it is saf't• to t·one!Hdt· that it 

wns illtllll<lt·d ltJJ' n still lat•·r juhill'<'. lii'IH'I' o11 tlw hasb of till' oilll'r {/fJ-.w/ 

serit·s') known to us "''' ma:· ai'I':I!Jg't' his olwlisks thus: 

1) In l. 33 appear an1ong- the off{'l'ings 0 
() ~ o1· •OlJt•lisk- rake"'"! Colll)l:ll't• llu• lmlm- cakes 

in the Kahun p:1pyri. MNVVI 
2 ) \~1REY~ )Jiss.Y. ~0!) 1. 15. COI'I'ec·ted hy a careful copy kindly loaul'tl to 1111' by )Jr. :\E\\'nr:RnY. 

3) llerliu. :\r. a5311 •. \u>fiihrl. \'t•t·z. I'· 117. 
') An olwlisk from ElPphantinc, now in ~ion laoHst· i.-.; IIH'HlioJu•cl l1y Bmcu (llistory p.IO:!) 

ami a JWW ol>f~lisk of ·ThotnH's" (not stating which one) i!'l l't't'OI'tkd iu Llw An·h. lteporl of tl11• 

E~. Expl. Fuud l:-i~l>i-!1!1, I'· :!2. 
') Set• my not<' !'SILl .. :\l:m·lo l!lll<l, p. !ill. 
6 ) On tlw obelisk now on tlar• TlmuH·s l~miJ:tllklllellt in London; in ,)IIIII' 1!111}. I was <lillt· 

to di~('f'J'n tlu·t•(! strokes of tl1e lllllllt'l'al, and lhen· St'l'lllt'd t11 mt• no J•oom ftll' a ILh; IJllli;Ju·c;~c·u 

l'end four when tl1c ohPibk wns Jli'OSLI'ale at AlP:<.amll·in (Tiw:-;. II:~o). :nul ns tlu~ sto11c> IJ:Is silH'P 

doulttle:o~s weatllt'recl SOllie iu a nortlli'I'n climatP. l lhink l1b I't•:ulirl~ is tlw safe~•·. 
7) Thc·se art~ ns follows (Unet: .... cn. Tl1es. I l:!i- II:!!)): 

Amenophis Ill.: 

lsl {/6 -sd, yPar :lo 
:!nd 
:lrd 31j 

:-;• 



till • 1. 11. BnF.ASTEo: Thf' ( Hwlblts of Tlmtmosc Ill.~ ,\:c. [XXXIX. llnn<l . 

bt {fb-.wl. yl'ai' 30') Pn-f'm-l{"c pnir or lost pair"). 

:.?ntl :t\ Pair "" \\'nil of .\unals (Oil<' at l'oustautiu.,plt·), 

:\r,J :\(i Pn-f'lll-HPC-pair or lost pail', 

.Jth .JO Heliopolis p:1ir, 

:ith .J:.! Latt'ran ol"'lisk. 

\\'hil<' t l"· oh<•lisks otli•1· n" hint ns to the• "'aso11 or time of yf'nr wlu•11 

ThniliH"'' Ill. "''"' eugag'f'<l upon them. ~·t>t \\'<' m:I~· hel'<' inquii·c• how mnl'h 

a11<l ,\'l,at part ot' lois year was l><'<'llpi<'<l in SIIC'h f'nterprb<•s at home. TIH'S<' 

Hill<'. or at til<' lowe,;t st'Yc·u <~hdbks, all qn:orriecl at til<' fir~t c·at:mort, represPut 

a fonnitlahle amount ot' W<~rk, eaiTiecl on. with thP possihll' <'X<'<'ption of tht• 

I:o~t. whik II<· wns still in the thiek of his "\siatie wm·s: clming :1 ]Wrio<l ol' 

only 1:.! ~·par,;. ThC'~· arP hut a hint of thf' f'lllll'fll'lel' of his <w<·npation, wheu 

tlo<· y•·arly rain~ ill Palc,;tiuf' turn eel his anni"' honw again; for the!'(' is amp!<' 

l'Yid<'ll<'<' ''l""'t ii·om thesC' ohC'lisks. that thf' houwlless c•nf'rgy of Tlmtmos<· HI. 

lillllHl full t•mploynwut in E,gypt <luring t.ll<' r:oiny sPllson.s whieh interrnptf'd 

hi~ <':OIIIpai.g·n,; in .Asia. Alrea<ly loC'fore he l><•g·an his e:nupaigns, he !nul finishe<l 

hi' mortuary tPmplc· in Theb<'~ :m<l was nl.lf' to lwlcl in it, ow• of his ff'Hsts 

of Yi!'!ory on thf' rctmn f1·om lois fin,t Pmnpaign 3
) in the y<·m· :.!:\. Tli:o< coro­

nation in"·J·ipti<~n ') lik<'wise l'C'COr<h gr<'at wm·ks at Kanmk, lH'iorP the op<'nin.~ 

of hi~ wnr~. One cannot but wo11<ler, in view of these f:wtR, wlu·thf'r his 

dllll_g'<'ron., t'll<'l'g'if's werf' thus intentionally kept c·mployetl in lmiltling enter­

pri,c•, <luring ll11tsh<•psnt's lif<' time, that they might not hPc·ome trouble~olllC' 

to lu·r in politics. Hetnrning- hnweH'I' to thC' mnin qu<'st.ion, 1 lnwe.alrea<ly in 

t hi~ jomn:ol ("''I. :\ i p. 1 :.!i. 128) iwli<-at<·<l t hf' sC':tson of lois tampaiyniny in Asia 
and in this l'OlllH'Ction we m:l~' note whether those clat<•s eoinc·ide with tlie 

''''"on of hi, actioity in Eyypt. ln th<' gTC'nt P<liet of ll:irmhllb.') it is statf'd 

hy "'"Y of l'''<'t't><ll'nt, th:ot king 1llu-bpr-R( •mad<· nn expc·clition at the feast 

of Op<'t each yea I'« thruu~hout E~ypt fin· tl!C' Jllll'jiO.s<' of '"lllll'e"'ing offidal ex-

Uamses 11.: 

Ist. (J/,- .w/, Y'''"' ;;o 
~ml .31 
:lnl 
.Jth 
:,t]l 

lith 

:Hi 
411 
I~ 

II 
1

) Tlws~> 1latt•s nn• uot nll certain: :~3 is Hx~·,l hy a n•t·onl of tile <'dl'lu·atiuu ofthejuhilt't'• 
1 '11 tiLl' J'ot·ks nt El Bt'T'!'iht•h t.Sitnl'pe. lnsLT. 11 17; ag:1in l1•s:-; at't'lll'iJlc•ly II 3:~); 30 is l'(:mlt'l'4'd 

<·c·rt:•in hy llw l":'u·t ot' a jnl,ilcP in yenr H3; tlu~ other:-; 1'1':-.t :-;olPly ou tlH' utlll'l' known Sl'l'it~s in 
llw )ll'~'l'~"tling: uott-. In 1lu.> }lhwil1g of tlw ulwlisks ouly tho~~~ of tlw s(•t•oml :nul fmu·th (lb~.~rl's 

ru·~· ~·utiJ·dy p~·rtrdn. whil1~ the fit'tl1 is only prt,llnl,lt~ ;1." IIH't'P may havP. lwt•n tmH'I' tha11 [> {lb-.wl'f.. 
~) ( )t· \\'il.!'\ Thutmose lll. COil lent to nppt'(qwintt~ his father, Thutmmw I.'s obdish: for hi~ 

iiJ· .... t {/h- sri~ 

'J :-;.,,. Xz. :l7, p. I ~3 I. :l. 
"'I Sr•· my .. New ['haptel· ... p. fl. 

'I lle ... \'1, 41 tl'. I. :111. 
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tol'tiou . Xow, in tht• ''~sny ahon• rdt'lTI'd to. I lm\'1' ~howu that till' fi·a~t of 

Opct ll!'<.' lll'l'ed ••arly iu Oetob<' l'. lii'Ilt'!' w<· lw\·e IH' I'e t•lf'al' proof' thnt. Thut­

lll""~' 11{,'~ 1111Jlll:ll s!'aSIIII of \I'OI 'k at hoiiW bf',g"llll <lhOilt \he first of ( )(•(o)JI'l', 

,,·Jtit·h stril;in.ld,,· f'Orroi>(H':Itt•s the I'<Hlclllsions of tlw :dii>\'C ""say rt',!:(:ll'llin .a: th<' 

sc•:1son nf 1'a111paigniua: in Asia . The l'lll}llnynwnt of lh<·, e s<':hons in lmiltli••.tt 

IH'ga11 nt K:ll'lwk helin·•• his "''''olHI enmpai.a:n. TIH· Wl':llth whil'h Amo 11 ,a:aiJlf'll 

li·mn th1• plliiHkJ• of th <:> iirst campai.a:n, iuunr<lia\1•ly <]1'1111111111'11 the I'Jll:u·gPIII f' llt. 

of' his tl'lllpk. ll :Jtsh epsut lw.J IIUIITI',) tlw WP~II'I'II PlltraJH'<' of th1• huildiug 

h,Y illsi'J'tillg' hl'I ' Ollf'lbh lJehiucJ 11<'1' f:lthl'l' · ~ ]',Yioll, lllll'lll>lillg' :1111] partiall~· 

<lemHiiug the lwll of its •·olum11s in ortl•·r to do so. The inahility to l'l'slnl'l' 

tid~ lwll ~ :llisfil!'lm·ily 1) mul ullwilliugness to hnil1l :11"1111<1 his ii•lh t•r's oh,•lisks 

whi<-!1 ~too1l nt tlw we~tl'l'll f'lltl'>lllt'<', k1l him to make hi- :ul1litiou :1t tlw Past 

t•ml, renlly the l'l'nl' of th e ll·mpll'. Thf' plans IIlii~ I h:n·1• l> r l'll uwd<• ""~',\' 

,..oou aft1•r his J'l'turn from th e li1·st. t'llliiJl:lign ill ( ll'tOlll'l', fin· \.Ill' gre:1t gT:Jnite 

~t..J : • 2 ) whit'h I'l'eor.Js tlu · lmilding st:1\cs tlwt. th1 · lc•uH<latioll • ~ <'I'< ' IIH>nifos per­

,..ou:dly l"'l 'liii'IIH'd l>y till• ]dug , t.ook pl:ll'l' nn the :l0t.11 of .i'lh•f•hir: tl1at is 

to\1':11'(] the• l:lst of FPhrnm·~·. l<·s~ than lin• mouths a!l.< ' l' his return fi·OJn 

th<' first campaign, :uul ~olll f' I wo mouths hl'li1rP l1 is t!Pp:u·t 111'1' 1111 thn sP<'III!Il . 

.\ 11ew li .a:ht i,.. thus tlml\\'11 ill partir·nlar ll]'Oll hb fir~t wintl'r· :1t. h"m" afll'r 

tlu• lJeginniug of I lis \\'lll's: :111<1 \\'<' SI 'C t.lwt his Jll'I 'SIIII:d snpPrvi,..ion of his 

eHti'I'Jll'ises iu E.a:yvt h l'g:tn P:ll'h sc•:Json ill l':lrl)· O•·lolu•r and •·ontillnerl at least 

till tlw Pwl uf Fehru:ll'y . wlwn in all prolmhility he 11'1'11\ wu·th. to lll'.!.;.lllize 

his iim•cs iin· th<' f' Xlll'<lilioll whi•·h would nwv•· n~ enl'ly ill A]ll'il :Is th1· l':lius 

woulrl permit. It. is this inef'ssau l r mploynwnt of' his ,!tl'I':J!. :il>ilit.ir•s tlu•·ing­

his wintC'I's ill Egypt :1111! his sumnwrs in A~i:1, tlmt Jll:ldl' t.llf' l'l'ign of' Tllllt­

mosr III.. t.]w gt'!':Jtl'st iu th e his t.oJ',I' of' tl11• I':Jdil'l' orieul . \\"r· may <':J:-;ily 

<'l'f'llit fh(• words of ]{,.ldunil·e wh11 snys of' him ') : 

~pc~~:[~, ~, 
..,..11..,~ ®~'-P~ ..... 
1'1'/VW'.MNW\ ~~ 

.1:.Jjo~~~ 

..,..11..,1=1{, c ~<5'~' n """"" u o ~ )'=,..._ /1 ~ , . 
.[,,., l1i .s IIHijPsty \\':1" """ who kill'\\' wlwt lw]>J"'III'd: thl'l'l' wns uothiu . .a: 

of' whi1·l• lu• was i~oruor:Jill; Ill' w:1s Tholl• iu 1' \.< 'l'ythiuw;: tl,. ·n· wa s II" \\' oo l'll 

wlli1·h he did not. <'111'1')' ~>nt. • 

1) This is ~hnwu lty l1is rc•stm·atiou of tiH' uor tiH'I'II half of the colonmult~ {SPI' my New 
Chnpter, Jl. 30) ; ami hy his t:1i1111·(• tu untlt•rtakc tl u_. rc•storati o fl of t1w :-.outlll'ru lwlf. tlw l'uluuuJ...: 
of which WP.J'e l'f't' l 't~ c · t P.d by Anwullutep 11 . 

') MAn. , 1\:u·n . I~ }. 7. 
3) )[.:wm:I!RL Jl.,kluu:u·,, \ ' 11 , II . S-!1. 


