CHAP Il
Of THEBES.

WENT on the thirteenth to the Sheik at Zenieh, with a letter I had

from his fuperior, and the Sheik of Furfhout; and making him a pre-

fent, he was very civil, and took care to make a return by a prefent
of afheep. I went to Carnack, which is part of the antient Thebes,
where there are the ruins of a moft magnificent temple. 1began to mea-
fure the firft gate I came to on the north, and to take an account of it
in my book. The man the Sheik of Furfhout had fent with me, who had
no authority here, pretended to tell me I fhould not venture to do {o, be-
fore I had been with the great Sheik, who had encamp’d near the river.
to the north. I order’d him to thew me the way to him, and they con-
‘du@ed me to the village of Carnack, where I found the Sheik I had been
with in the morning, who fent a man with me to fee the ruins; and the
fecretary came whom the great man had fent to go along with me. I
~afked him if I might meafure and write down my obfervations. He told
me I might do what I pleafed, and ftay’d with me two or three hours;
and the people of the village came round me, when they obferved I was
meafuring the temple. This firft day I had not taken care to have any
provificns brought, 2nd defiring the man that was fent with me to bring
me fome bread, he went and brought me of fuch fare as they have, and
1 dined in the temple; and having orderd my boat to lie under the en-
campment of the Sheik, I waifed on him in his tent. He ask’d if we
would not fup with his fecretary ; which we excufed, being fatigued,
and went to our boat. Thefe encampments are in the regular manner of
an army: In the middle was the large green tent of the Sheik, who fat in

a corner of it, with three or four of his officers fitting by him ; they go
d
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and encamp about in this manner all over their territories, to getin their
tributes or rents, which are pald in kind. The fecretary came W1th me
to the boat, and came into it, and took fome little refrelhments. I con-
tinued here viewing the temple as long as I pleafed, and order'd the men
to provide a dinner for me in the boat and bring it to the temple, which
they did every day. The cavalcade of the Sheik paffing by, a great num~
ber of them rid into the temple and talk’d to me; and one day a fingle
man on horfeback came and told me that there was a large cavern under

the temple, where often a great number of rogues lay hid, and bid me take

- care, {feeming to defign to intimidate me. TheSheik’s fon of the place came |
to me, and conducted me to a part of the temple inhabited by the women,
and giving them notice to keep out of the way, I went in, and view’d it,
with all manner of liberty. One day the Caia or firft officer of the Shelk
came and dined with me, and I made him a prefent ; which he return’d,
by making me a prefent of a lamb.

The great and famous ci
fome fay it was built by Ofiris, others by Bufiris the fecond of that name,
and that it was about elghteen miles round *?, others fay it extended ten
miles in lengths. On the weft fide was the part call’d Memnonium, from
the temple and ftatue of Memnon there. In the time of Strabo, the city

-

91

of Thebes was on both fides of the river ; Thebes;

feems to have been chiefly on the eaft fide, and was call’'d the great Diof~ Diofpolis.

polis, on- account of the famous temple built there to the Deity they
chiefly worfhipped, which probably was the temple of Carnack. About

a league fouth of it is Luxerein, where are remains of another grand build- -
ing, which was probably the temple or monument of Ofymanduas; and
the dntient Diofpolis feems to have been between thefe two temples; as the

grand entrances to both are that way. The hundred gates of Thebesare

mention’d by many authors, and are commonly thought to have been gates
of the city; but there are no figns of walls round it, nor were wall’d towns
common in Egypt. And as there are remains of fuch fine gates about their
temples,” it might be thought that thefe might give occafion, as Diodo-

rus - obferves, for this obfervation of the poet; but as he mentions that two
hundred chariots could be fent out of them with armed men, this maybe
thought not to agree {fo well with the gates of the temples, unlefs we fup-. -
pofe that they join’d in fome folemn a&s of religion before they went out .
to war: Others * however think they might be rather fo many palaces of
Princes or-great men of the city, who could each of them on any exi- .

gency, fend out fo many chariots to the war; and this interpretation feems
to be countenanced by the poet, who immediately after he has mention’d
the great wealth of their houfes, fpeaks of their -hundred gates, and of
the chariots and men that could be fent out of them.
poor vﬂlage in which the people have moftly built their cottages among

Carnack isa very

the ruins to the fouth of the temple.
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at Thebes; and this is, without doubt, the temple mentioned by Diodorus
Siculus, as of a moft extraordinary fize, though in no part incredible to
any one, who has examined the great remains of this ftupendous building,
the ruins of which extend near half a mile in length, and he computes
it to have been above a mile'and a half in circumference; he fays alfo,
that the height of the temple was forty-five cubits, and that the walls of
it were twenty-four feet thick, in both which refpe@s it will appear, that
this temple, in fome parts of it, exceeds the account Diodorus gave, though
it has been looked on as an extravagant relation ‘; a plan of this temple,
and .a fe&ion of the middle part of it, and a view of the gates may be
feen in the twenty-eighth plate.

In order to underftand the nature of thistemple, and of Egyptian temples

in general, I have below given Strabo’s * defcription of them. There are

no lefs than eight grand entrances to the temple, to three of which there
were avenues of {phynxes of a great length, two of them having fixty fta-
tues on each fide, according to the manner of building with the Egyp-
tians, who commonly had before their temples what the Greeks called the
Dromos, marked A, about a hundred feet wide, and three or four times
as long, adorned in this manner. After this, to one of the entrances are
four grand gateways, BCDE, that lead to the temple ; they are about
thirty-five feet deep, one hundred and fifty in length, and muft, before
the ground was raifed, be from fifty to fixty feet high; there is an en-
trance to them at one end, and a flight of ftairs that leads up to the open~
ing, over the door in the middle; for thefe buildings are open in the
middle, as may be feen in the viewof them: From this part there isanother
flight of fteps, up the middle of the other fide of the building that lands
at the top: Thefe buildings leffen very much every way from the bottom
to the top, like a pyramid; for which reafon I call them the pyramidal
gateways. It appears from three medals that have been found, that they
put ftatues over the door-place; in one of them I met with in Egypt,
feems to be an eagle; in another I have feen two canopufes, with the lote
flower on the heads of them; and in the drawing of a fourth, a flatue
with a pike in the left hand, and fomething in the right, The firft of
thefe four gates B is of red granite, finely polifhed, and beautifully adorned
with hieroglyphics, in four compartments in the height of it on each
fide of the gate without, and three in the infide, in each of which are
the figures of two men, bigger than the life, and of exquifite workman-
fhip; further on each fide are coloffal figures, with hieroglyphics under

- them, which are in height about fifteen feet above ground, and in this
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u Strabo gives this defcription of the Egyptian
temples,

Their temples are built in this manner.

At the firft entrance is 2 court or avenue,
paved with flone, about one hundred feet wide,
and three or four hundred feet long, and fome-
times more ; this is called the Dromos, ¢ Agiu@-.
On each fide are fphynxes, in two rows, about
thirty feet apart. After this, is one or more large
veftibles, 13 wgimvior, Aftcr that is the temple,

A

¢ vews, Which conlfifts of a large court or ante-tem-
ple, ¢ mgova@, and the innermott temple, ¢ oo,
which 15 not very large, and in which there is
no fculpture, or at leaft, if there is, ’tis of fome
beaft, but never of the human figure. At the
further end of the ante-temple are fort of wings,
of the height of the temple, the walls being as
far diftant from one another, as the breadth of
the foundation of the walls of the temple; and
are fo built, as to incline towards one another for
about feventy-five or ninety feet in height; on
thefe walls, very large figures are cut, much like
the Hetrufcan and Greck works, Strabo xvii.
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ON EGYPT.

Jatter manner the others are adorned, without fuch compartments as are in
the granite gateway. On each fide of thefe gates there {feem to have been
coloffal ftatues; on the outfide of the firft, is a red granite ftatue on one
fide, and on the other, a flatue of a fort of granite compofed of {mall peb-
bles; one alfo remains within, of white marble, the head being off; it has
round the middle a belt, with a fhort dagger ftuck into it. Thefe ftatues
have each of them in one hand, the crofs with a handle, which is faid to
reprefent the four elements; I took fome meafures from one, and found
the hand to be fixteen inches broad, and the head five feet fix inches long;
on the back of the flone, behind their heads, is a tortoife, cut in an oval,
and fome other. hieroglyphics about it ; on the other fide are fragments of
fuch another ftatue. I faw likewife on -the outfide of the gate, many
pieces of a rough fort of red marble, like porphyry, and of that yellow
{pangling marble which is imitated at Venice. The next gate, C. is very
much ruined, but has only two ftories of coloffal figures to the fouth, and
one tothe north. The third gate, D, has hieroglyphics all round, and coloffal
figures of men; here likewife are remains of a ftatue of white marble, the
head of which has a {ferpent work’d on its cafque; it is five feet dzameter,
and meafured four feet and a half from the lower part of the neck to the
top of the head. The fourth gateway, E. is now a heap of ruins; before
it are fome pieces of a red granite ftatue, the trunk of which I found to
be feven feet and an half broad. To the eaft of thefe gates is the building,
F. and alfo a large pond, G. which probably was a refervoir of the Nile
water, for the ufe of the temple: Thefe gateways were called by the Greeks
ante-gates or veftibules, (72 ngéruan.) From them walls were built, that extend-
ed not only to the other gates, to make the entire enclofure of the temple,
but alfo to enclofe the particular courts between the gates and the temple.
At the entrance within the enclofure of the temple, towards the obelisks,
are ruins of a coloflal ftatue, of red granite. And though this entrance
from the fouth was fo grand yet it was the way oaly to the fide of the
temple, the fituation of- the ground not permitting fuch an entrance to
the front, where every thing elfe is executed in the grandeft manner;
which I {hall defcribe in its place.

About a hundred and fifty paces to the weft is another fuperb entrance,
with the fame kind of avenue of {phynxes leading to fuch a gateway H
as is reprefented by the upright, Z. adorned likewife with hieroglyphic‘s.
A hundred and eighty-three paces from this, is a grand pyramidal gateway,
I, and adjoining to it is the large building K. divided into feveral parts,
and feems to have continued on to the temple. I got admiffion into it by
the particular favour of the Sheik, though it is the habitation of the wo-
men. To the eafl of this is another entrance, L. towhat I call the ante-tem-
ple, M, which is to the welt of the grand building; as there is likewife on
the north fide of that courtat N. A fifth entrance O. is the temple itfelf
on the north fide, where there feem’d to be confiderable buildings, now
almoft entirely buried by the rubbifh, which was probably thrown there from
fome village that formerly was near. A fixth entrance, P. is alfo from
the north, where every thing likewife is buried, and is oppofite to the firft
grand entrance mentioned to the fouth. A feventh, Q. is further to the eaft
on the fame fide; and another oppofite to it, R. It is probable there was
an entrance alfo further on at S, for near it is a grand gate; and be-

Vor. L Bb tween
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tween that and the temple, ruins of great buildings, which I fuppofe led to
the temple, though by reafon of the ruinous ftate of that part of it, I
could not fix the entrance. It is probable there was another oppofite to it,
and that the twelfth entrance, T. was at the eaft end, at fome diftance
from the great eaftern building. This grand gateway appears not to have
been finifhed, and it is from this to the great pyramidal entrance in the
weft front I am going to defcribe, that I fuppofe the temple muft be near half
a mile in length, The grand entrance V. to the weft, which may be called,
at pleafure, cither.a gateway or afront to the great court before the temple,
is the moft magnificent of the kind that probably was ever built in Egypt;
and it may be a mark of its antiquity that it is built in the moft fimple
and plain manner, without any hieroglyphics or other ornaments; very
much refembling what we call the ruftic; it is forty feet broad, the bot-
tom part being a folid wall of that thicknefs. There feem to have been
ftairs up to the lower windows, from the north end, where at prefent it
i1s much ruined, fo as that one may eafily go up; and probably there
was a paffage to the other fide over the gateway, now a heap of ruins,
from whence the flairs might be continued up to the top, as they
are in other buildings of the like nature; for in the front there are two
ftories of eight {mall windows ; the upper ftory is near the top, which
is fo ruined in moft parts, that at a diftance they appear fomething like
battlements. Within this is a large open court, having on each fide, at the
the firft entrance, a terrace, W. eighty feet broad, and fix feet above the
ground, as it is now raifed, to which I fuppofe there were fteps up from the
colonnade which is on each fide of this ante-temple. Thefe pillars have
fquare capitals ; and on each fide of the middle walk, to the inner partof
the temple, there wasa very grand colonnade of pillars, above forty feet high,
and eight feet diameter, with large capitals like a vafe, only worked with

fome figures in lines: On the top of thefe capitals is a {quare ftone, as

for a pedeftal to place ftatues on: At the further end of thefe pillars, are
two colloffal ftatutes, X. of red granite, on pedeftals four feet wide, and
fix feet long; the heads are broke off, and the ftatues much disfigured:
The pilafters behind the ftatues are adorned with hieroglyphics, and fo alfo is

~ an oval below the navel of the ftatue. Strabo fays, that within the gateways,

was the temple, which confifted of theante-temple, and the temple properly
fo called, or the inner temple, which feems to be the moft facred part of it:
What I have defcribed muft be the ante-temple; what follows in the de-
fcription of the Egyptian temples, is fomewhat difficult; for it is faid, that
at the further end " of the ante-temple are a fort of wings, of the height
of the temple, the walls being as far diftant from one another, as the

. foundation of the walls of the temple, and fo built, as to incline towards

one another for feventy-five or ninety feet in height *. In this manner

the walls, almoft intirely ruined, feem to be built between this ante-temple

¥ So the word mgdxerras, feems to mean, at
the further end, or advanc’d before it, that is,
between the ante-temple and the inner temple, d 5
fo thefe words, though very obfcure, feem to be
underftood :"Exer’ tis m weddev weoidil, alemvevsoas
yeappas wixes maxav @edguorla 5 éévxovla.  This
may be in the manner of the pyramidal gates de-
fcribed, in which the walls incline inwards, o as

to be much narrower at top than at bottom:
Poffibly the meaning may be, that each wall
was built in fuch a manner on the outfide, with
a plain, inclining the one towards the other.

x I meafured the pyramidal top of the great
obelifk, which was fallen, and found it to be ten
feet nine inches long, and that ’twas five feet nine
inches fquare, at the bottom of the pyramid.

and
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and the inner temple, on each fide of that grand entrance, Y, which may
be feen in the plan, and has more of the beautiful magnificence init, than
any other building I ever faw, the door itfelf being very high, and yet
in a juft proportion; and the walls on each fide of the paffage, as well as
the doors, are adorned with moft beautiful hieroglyphics, and figures of
men, in ﬁX compartments, above nine feet high and twelve wide, eve

compartment having the figures of three men in it; thefe buildings in
the temple being defcribed to have been adorned with fculptures of men,
after the Greek and Hetrufcan manner, Beyond this, is the inner temple
itfelf, a, in which there are {ixteen rows of pillars one way, and eighteen
the other, the two middle rows are eleven feet diameter, the others
eight, with capitals of a {quare ftone only on them; over the two
middle rows, the temple was higher than in the other parts, having over
the fpace between the two pillars, a fort of windows with twelve lattices
of ftone in each of them, made fomething like the holes in the walls of
cities, to {py out at, and to annoy the enemy with their arms; thefe feem
to be defigned to convey light into the temple, which is fomething ex-
traordinary, there being rarely any windows in the Egyptian buildings.
Every part of this temple is covered, infide and out, with hieroglyphics
and other reprefentations, in a very extraordinary manner ; and it is of
this part of the temple that our author feems to {peak, when he fays,
that they put no ftatuesin it, nor any human figure, but fculptures of a-
nimals; and in {fome other temples I have obferved, that the human bod

has always on it the head of fome bird or beaft: This muft be underftood
of the infide of the temple; for the outfide of this building is beautified
in a very grand manner, chiefly on the north fide, where there are
reprefentations of battles with horfes and chariots, one of which I obferved
was drawn by ﬂags. At the other end of this inner temple there was an
entrance, b. now in ruins, and without it, what I took to bea raifed terrace,
c. about thirty feet wide, the front of "which has carved on it two barks
with covers on them, like the Venetian gondolas at one end of itis a fculp-
ture, refembling a ray of the fun; in the boat, men are reprefented
working it along with their poles, and one ftands towards the head of the
bark, and receives the homage of the others. Here is the grand entrance
defcrlbed from the fouth, and on each fide of the entrance into the temple
itlelf, at the eaft end of it, are two obelitks, d. having only one column of
hlerocrlyphlcs, and are ﬁxty-three feet four mches high, and fix feet fquare.
Further to the eaft, are two other obelitks, e. {feven feet fix inches
{quare, and feventy-three feet high; the obelitk to the fouth is fallen
down; they have three columns of hieroglyphics all the way down: All
thefe obelisks, are of red granite. A little further, a wall is built
on each fide to the north and fouth; and on the weft fide of it are feve-
ral coloffal bufts or half ftatues at f. very much defaced. Continuing on
along the middle to the eaft, we came at length to the fmall granite
room, g. with a room on each fide of i it, which feems to have been a place
of more thin ordinary fan&ity, and the entrance to it is adorned with a very
particular fort of {quare columns ; one of them I obferved, was a knot of
‘three fuch pillars as are reprefented at h. It is poffible this granite room

was the place allotted for the beautiful noble virgin, that was annu-

ally
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ally confecrated to the Deity in a very ftrange manner’. All along on
each fide are feveral apartments much ruin’d, “which might ferve both for
the priefts and for the beafts they kept for facrifice. And about a hundred
and fixty feet to the eaft is another large building z. confifting of feveral
{mall apartments, on each fide of a {pacious colonnade, as if for the offi-
cers of the temple. To the north, without this enclofure, are ruins of
buildings, with the grand gate, i. before them, which feem to have led

to the temple. Further to the eaft of the other building, are figns of a

colonnade, k. almoft buried in the ground; to the eaft of this is the

moft eaftern grand gate, T. mention’d as unfinifh’d, where the enclofure

of this vaft temple ends™.

The Sheik’s fon offer’d to go with me to a temple four miles to the eaft
of Carnack, and he came early in the morning to the boat with horfes, and
laying a carpet on the bank of the river, I entertain’d him with coffee,
and we fet forward towards the temple; the fon alfo of the Caia, or
fteward of the great governor went along with us. The plain to the eaft
naturally runs into a coarfe grafs, much like a rufh, great part of it lying
walte; and where it is fown; the ground is laid in broad low hillocks,
round which there are fmall irregular channels, the com not being fown
at top of thefe hillocks, but only near the channels, in order, I fuppole, that
it may be the more eafily water'd ; for men raife the water out of the
Nile into a fmall canal, which conveys it to all parts. I omitted to enquire
how they cultivated the land, which is probably only by harrowing in the
corn, About four miles eaft of Carnack, are the remains of a temple
fronting to the north weft, a plan of which may be feen in the twenty-
feventh plate at D. with a plan of the grand gate, E. which ftands in that
manner to the temple, and an upright of it, F. It is about two hundred
feet north of the te'np*e "and is adorn’d w1th four compartments of hiero-
glyphics. The walls in the front of the temple between the pillars, are
about feven feet high, cover'd alfo with hieroglyphics. Among thofe on
the gate, a perfon is reprefented offers {fomething that is round, it may
be fome fruit, to a perfon fitting in a chair; another offering beafts.
The heads, legs and arms of the figures are defaced. The pillar on
each fide of the door is that beautiful one Numb. 11. in the fe-
cond plate of the archite@ure of Egyptian columns; the other pillars are
of Numb. 7. of the firft of thofe plates; but being fo near to one ano-
ther, I {fuppofe they were without bafes. At the further end, where I
conjecure there was a door on each fide, I faw the remains of a {quare
pillar of red granite, which might be the ruins of a door-cafe. All
this temple is very much deftroy’d, except the front, which is not perfe&.
The grand gate is intire ; and 1 {faw a {phynx near it about four feet Jong.
It is probable the antient Thebes extended formerly to this place. The

¥ Strabo xvii. p. 816.

2 About the gates of the temple I took parti-
cular notice of the following hicroglyphics. On
one a man offers to the Deity, in each hand a
vafe like a chocolate dith, having on each arm
fomething refembling a folded napkin. In ano-
ther, one feems to offer himfelf to two Deities,
which by fome emblems, I conjeétured to be the
fun and moon. A man offers fomething like apples
to one on a throne ; four Deities being on thrones
above, as on another floor. A bird like a hawk, on

a pillar fomewhat refembling the Corinthian ord-r.
A peacock on another, with “the bell capital; both™ -
which are in the plate of Egyptian pxllars A
man ftanding before four monkies, which are on
two foors, as I think two on each floor. Three
trees on a pedeftal. It is to be obferved that the
heads, hands and legs of many of the figures are
defaced ;3 but thofe cut on granite remain intire,
as they could not be fo eafily disfigured, by rea-
fon of the hardnefs of the ftone,

patriarch’s
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ON EGYPT.

patrlarch s map has Maximianopolis, a bifhop’s fee, in this fituation, call’d
in Arabic, Medmut, which may be one of the vﬂlag& of old Thebes, men-
tion’d by Strabo, that might after increafe to a {mall town.

Returning I view’d the ruins of what I fuppofed to be a round temple,
and appear’d to have been a hundred and feventy-five feet diameter. I
faw alfo fome remains of a grand gate to the weft of it. Having view’d
thefe things, we return’d, and I entertain’d my condudors with coffee at
the boat, and made the Sheik’s fon a prefent that I thought would be agree-
able to him. This young man had thewn me great civility, imagining that
I might be a phyfician, and defired my advice in 2 certain cafe. The next
day I fpent in reviewing the great temple of Carnack, and taking feveral
helghts. I had thoughts of going to Luxerein, and fo coming from that

place to take leave of the great man; but™~his Caia, who came to me
very kindly, told me it was beft to take leave of the Sheik before I depart-
ed, fo I waited on him. He was very civil, and told me I might feeLuxerein
without any trouble; and when 1 was return’d, the fecretary fent me provi-
fions from the Sheik’s kitchen. Part of Thebes, which was weft of the ri-
ver, is now call’d Gournou; but the Memnomum which was the moft
weftern part, I take to be now call'd Medinet Habou. When I went on
that fide, I fent to the Sheik, to whom I had a letter from the great Sheik
of F urﬂmut he came to the boat, and condu&@ed me to his houfe at the
village of Goumou, mark’d A. in the view I have given of this fide in
the twenty-ninth plate.. The Sheik furnifh’d me with horfes, and we fet
out to go to Biban-el-Meluke, and went about a mile to the north, ina - S
fort of a ftreet, on each fide of which the rocky ground about ten feet
high has rooms cut into it, fome of them being fupported with
and as there #inot the leaft fign in the plain of private buildings, I thou ht
that thefe in' the very earheft times might ferve as houfes, and be the ﬁrﬁ
invention after tents, and contrived as a better fhelter from wind, and the
cold of the nights. Itisa fort of gravelly flone, and the doots are cut
regularly to the ftreet. We then turn’d to the north weft, enter'd in be-
tween the high-rocky hills, and went in a very narrow Valley We after
turn’d towards the fouth and then to the north weft, going in all between
the mountains about a mlle or a mile and a half, as repreﬁanted in the plan
mark’d N. in the thirty-firft plate. We came to a part that is wider, being
a round opening, hke an ampbhitheatre, and afcended by a narrow fteep
paffage about ten feet high, which feems to have been broke down thro’
the rock, the antient paﬁage being probably from the Memnonium under Sepulchres
the hills, and it may be from the grottos I enter’d on the other fide. By o i on®
this paﬁ'age we came to Biban-el-Meluke, or Bab-il-Meluke, that is, The
gate or court of the Kings, being ths fepulchres of the ngs of Thebes.
Diodorus Siculus* makes mention of them as the very wonderful fepulchres
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It is very probable that what Strabo calls T8
orihauz, are the fame as Paufanias calls ai ovgsy-
y¢s, which fignifies not only pipes or tubes, but
any paflfages or grottos under ground; and near
thefe, our author fays, the famous coloflal ftatue
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OBSERVATIONS

of the Kings of Thebes, fuch as never could be exceeded by any thing
that was afterwards executed in this kind. He fays forty-feven of them
were mention’d in their hiftories, that feventeen only remain’d to the time
of Ptolemy the fon of Lagus, as the hiftorians of that time, and particu-
larly Hecatzeus relates; and adds that moft of them were deftroy’d in his
time; tho’ probably many of the forty-feven he mentions were built, and
not cut into the hills like thefe that remain, as it is not eafy to deftroy
fuch fort of monuments. Strabo faya that above the Memnonium were the
fepulchres of the Kings of Thebes, in grottos cut out of the rock, being
about forty in number, wonderfully executed, and worthy to be feen. In
them he fays were obelifks with infcriptions on them, fetting forth the
riches, power and empire of thofe Kings, as far as Scythia, Ba&tria, India,
and Jonia, their great revenues and their armies, confifting of a million
of men. The infcriptions on thefe obelisks were probably hierozlyphical;
and they muft have been fmall, it may be of the fize of the obelisk men-
tion’d in a window in the caftle of Cairo. The vale where thefe grottos
are, may be about one hundred yards wide, as reprefented in the thirtieth
plate. There are figns of about eighteen of them,as mark’d in the viewin
this plate; DEF I and O. are ftopped up: To the reft, if I made no miftake,
the plans correfpond in the thirty-firft and thirty-fecond plates. How-
ever, it is to be remark’d that Diodorus fays feventeen of them only re-
main’d till the time of the Ptolemies; and I found the entrances to about
that number, moft of which he fays were deftroy’d in his time, and now
there are only nine that can be enterd into. The hills on each fide are
high fteep rocks, and the whole place is cover'd with rough ftones that
feem to have rolled from them; the grottos are cut into therock in a moft
beautiful manner in long rooms or galleries under the movastains, which
are of a clofe wkite freeftone that cuts like chalk, and is as {mooth as the
fineft ftucco’work. The galleries are moftly about ten feet wide and high;
four or five of thefe galleries, one within another, from thirty to fifty feet
long, and from ten to fifteen feet high, enerally lead to a fpacious room,
in which is feen the tomb of the King, with his figure cut in relief on the
lid, asI faw it on one In the furthermoft room of another, the picture
of the King is painted on the ftone at full length ; both the fides and ceil-
ings of the rooms are cut with hieroglyphics of birds and beafts, and
fome of them painted, being as frefh as if they were but juft fini(h’ d tho
they muft be above two thoufand years old. The fepu]chre A. particu-
larly is moft beautifully adorn’d with hieroglyphics cut into the ftone and
painted. The entrance, which is a defcent, is cut thro’ the rock, being open
at top for thirteen feet; then for eight feet more to the door, the ceiling
is an inclined plain, as the defcent under it ; over the door the beetle is
cut in a circle, and a man fitting on each fide; the galleries within have
hieroglyphics cut on each fide; firft in a fort of a compartment next to
the ceiling in manner of a frieze ; lower, figures are cut out reprefent-
ing mummies ; below thefe, for feven feet from the ground, are hierogly-
phics all down the fides, divided by lines into different columns; in the
middle of the ceiling there are figures of men for about three feet in
breadth, with ftars on each fide. Among the hieroglyphics, I obferved
many goats heads. The tomb of the ng, (the plan of which may be .
feen in the th1rty~ﬁrﬁ plate A)) is of one flone of red granite, feven
feet
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ON EGYPT.

feet nine inches high, eleven feet eight inches long, and above fix feet
broad, the cover being made as reprefented to fhut into it: On it is cut
the figure of the King in mezzo-relievo, and a hieroglyphical mfcnptlon,
as may be feen in the plate over the tomb, which probably is fome ac-

count of the Monarch. . This room is adorn’d with hieroglyphics in dif-

ferent columns, with figures of men, hawks and bulls. In the laft room
are two infcriptions, made probably by fome perfons who came to fee the
place *; one of them isin the thirty-firft plate. In the feveral fepulchres,
the parts that are fhaded are niches, commonly about four feet above the
ground ; the large ones might be to depofite bodies in, and the {mal-
ler for little ftatues. The grotto C. towards the middle part, is a de-
fcent, and the feveral ftories of hieroglyphics are cut parallel with the
ground ; the ceiling of the room where the tomb was is cut archwife;
round the pedeftal of the tomb which feems to have been there, the room
is cut down three feet fix inches lower than in the other parts, in a rough
manner; the tomb is taken away, but the red granite top remains eleven
feet long, and fix feet and a half broad. In the furthermoft room is a
figure, I think in relief, with the arms acrofs on the breaft; over itisa
globe, and a man kneels on each fide of the apartment H. In the great
room there is a flatue of a man with a fceptre in his hand, and on the ceiling
is a large figure of a man pamted at top, with a particular fort of {fcep-
tre alfo in his hand, and wings hanging down lower than the feet, and
covering the whole body, being a very extraordinary figure, and the paint-
ing exceeding freth, At the entrance on each fide are four men cut into
the ftone above the natural fize, having heads of hawks and other ani-
mals; on the infide a tortoife, and a man with a goat’s head are cut
within a circle on each of the pilafters. At the entrance of K. a large
bull’s head is cut in relief, and by a hole mark’d k. at the further end of
it, there is a communication with L. The grotto B. is cut with a de=
{cent all the way from the entrance. - Some of them, particularly that
mark’d M. feem never to have been ﬁm{h d; and two or three have o
much rough ftone in them, like the chlppmg of the rock, that thofe who
enter, cannot walk uprig ht in them. Having view'd thefe extraordi-
nary fepulchres of the Kings of Thebes with the utmoft pleafure, by the
help of the wax-lights we brought, and being much fatigued, we thought
to ht down and take fome refrefhments we had brought, in this retired
place; but unfortunately we had forgot to bring water: The Sheik alfo
was in hafte to go, being afraid, as I imagined, left the people fhould
have opportunity to gather togethpr if we ftaid out long. From Gournou
to this place there is a very difficult foot way over the mountains, by
which the people might have paid us an unwelcome vifit, tho’ we were
under the prote@ion of the Sheik, who might likewile be well pleafed to

protra& the time, that he might prolong our ftay, in order to have more -

of our money for his horfes and people, and alfo in expeation of a

greater prefent. Returning from this place, I obferved in the plain to the -

north, many entrances into the rocks, which probably were of the nature
of the grottos I obferved on each fide of the way as I came,

a This is the other infcription; Januarius ppVL. DIEI miravi locum filium Eliani Varina valete ‘

Omnes. g«

The

929



I00

OBSERVATIONS

The Sheik was fo civil and humane as to ftay and eat with me, which
is what they rarely do. The next day I went into two very extenfive
apartments cut in the rock, on the fouth fide of thofe hills we went to
the day before, being in between the foot of the hills, at the place mark’'d
G. in the twenty-ninth plate. To one of them A. in the thirty-fourth
plate, is a defcent of ten fteps to an area cut in the rock, which leads to
a room in which are {quare pillars cut out of the rock : Beyond that there
is a long room with pillars on each fide in like manner; all the apartments
are adorn’d with hieroglyphics ; but the ftone is fcaled in fuch a manner,
and is fo black in fome of the firft apartments, that there is great reafon
to think the place has been damaged by fire. Beyond thefe rooms, the apart-
ments extend to the right, there being feveral fteps down ; one part leads
to a gallery cut round the rock, which has fome apartments on one fide;
and in this, as well as in the apartments of the other grotto mark’d B,
are holes cut perpendicularly down to other apartments below, where I
faw doors and openings, and where probably there are as many apart-
ments as above. One would almoft imagine that thefe places were habi-
tations for the living, and poflibly might be cut under the palaces of the
Kings of Thebes, if they were not the very palaces themfelves, to retire
to when they pleafed, from their tents or other places more expofed to the
wind or heat. The other grotto B. is cut under a fmall hill, which is
between E. and C. near the appearance of a grand entrance in under the
mountains. The way to that entrance is by a valley, which feems to have
been divided into four parts by walls or mounds, of which there are ftill
remains: That which is moft to the eaft is deep, and looks like a quarry

of black flint ftone, being much deeper than the others. I thought it might
have been a refervoir of the Nile water, and for that reafon formerly
paved with flones, in order to make it hold the water. The other three
parts go towards fome remains of buildings, as reprefented in the thirty-
#ifth plate; the granite door A. leads to the building B. which is all ruin'd,
except a {mall partof the front. To the weft is aroom C. over which -
there is a well-turn’d arch, with a half round at the fpring of it; the door
at the north end has likewife a half round on each fide of it, and is
of granite. It appears to have been ufed as a Chriftian church, and the
hieroglyphics have been cover’d over with plaifter, which are in fmall co-
lumns, exquifitely well cut; Chrift with a glory is painted on the plaifter.
As this was a church, it is probable the arch over this building is a Chri-
ftian work. In the {mall room D. to the fouth are many bones, which
feem’d to have been burnt; and if there had not been linen thh them,
I thould not have thought they had been embalm’d, but burnt by acci-
dent. The rock at the mountain has been made perpendmular by art; the

'people faid there was an entrance there under the hill, and ’tis probable

it was a paffage to which there was a defcent, and that all has been fill'd
up. I took a particular view of the large temple, a little way to the
fouth eaft, for fuch it feems to have been; a plan of it is in the fame
plate. At all the fquare pillars E. are ﬁatues as reprefented at K. with
the heads broke off, which feem to have had on them the long cap, that is

. often feen in the hieroglyphics for there is enough remains of thofe caps on

the pillars to fhew what they were. Thefe ftatues have the lituus in one

hand, and the flagellum or whip in the other, as commenly feen-with the

ftatue
-3
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ON EGYPT.

flatue of Ofiris. There are ruins of a pyramidal gate at G. to the fouth
of this building, and of a very large colofial ftatue; it is broke off about the
middle of the trunk, the head is fix feet broad ; from the top of the head
to the bottom of the neck, it meafures eleven feet, and fo it does from
the bottom of the neck to the navel; it is twenty-one feet broad at the
thoulders; the ear is three feet long, and one foot four inches broad ; and the
foot is four feet eight inches broad. In the fecond court, at HH, are
remains of two ftatues of black granite; that to the weft, which is fit-
ting, meafured from the hand to the elbow five feet, thence to the fhoul-
der four feet; the head is three feet and a half long, and the ear is one
foot in length. The ftatue to the eaft is three feet five inches long
in the foot ; at a diftance from it is the head with the cap ; it is three feet
fix inches long, and behind it is the ornament of the dome leaf. Some
perfons have thought that one of thefe is the ftatue of Memnon. Many
other pillars of this building are deftroy’d, as reprefented in the plan ‘but
from the ruins it appears to have been a very magnificent building in this
way. From the temple I went to the ftatues which I fhall call the coloffal

101

ftatues of Memnon ; they are towards Medinet-Habou. The Sheik hur- Statues of

ried me from this place, faying he was near his enemy; fo I fet out early
the next morning, and {pent above half a day at thefe ftatues: They are
~of a very particular fort of ‘porous:hard granite, fuch as I never faw be-
fore; it moft refembles the eagle ftone. The ftatue is reprefented in the

thlrty—ﬁxth and thirty-feventh plates; they look to the fouth fouth eaft,

and are on a pedeftal or plinth entirely plain. That 1o the north is thlrty
feet long, and feventeen broad, the pedeftal of the other is thirty-three
feet long, and nineteen feet wide, and they are about thirty feet apart:
That to the {fouth is of one ftone. The ftatue to the north has been broken
off at the middle, above the arms, that lie on the. hams; and it has been
built up with five tier of ftones; one to the top of the clinch of the el-

bow, another almoft balf way up the arm, one to the armpits, the fourth -

to the neck, and the fifth the head and neck of one ftone. The other
tiers have two ftones in front, except that the middle tier has three, and
there are two flones in the thicknefs of the flatue : The feet are broken
a quarter off from the toes; but as I did not take a particular draught of
the parts of the flatue that are maim’d, I thought it better to give it en+
tire from the drawing and obfervations I did make I found the height
from the bottom of the foot to the top of the knee, to be about nineteen
feet; from the bottom of the foot to the ankle, two feet fix inches; to

the'top of the inftep, four feet; the foot is five feet broad, and the leg is -

four feet deep ; the ornament behind the head feem’d to be the dome leaf,
as I have it on a ftatue of Harpocrates. At the fide of the legs, as repre-
fented, are two reliefs, and one between the legs, of the natural height,
but much defaced : Between the former and the great ftatue, are hierogly-
phics. The pedeftal of the imperfe& ftatue is crack’d acrofs, at the di-
ftance of about ten feet from the back part ; there are alfo fome flaws and
cracks in the other ftatue, but it is of one ftone, which I dare poﬁnvely
afhrm, and in which I could not be miftaken, having been twice at
the ftatues. 1 {pent half a day there, and took down in my notes an ac-

count of every ftone, of which the upper part of the other is built. On the
Vor. L Dd pedeftal

Memnon,
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pedeftal of the imperfe ftatue is a Greek epigram, which may be feen
in the fifty-fifth plate ; and on the infteps and legs, for about eight feet
high, are feveral infcriptions in Greek and Latin, {fome being epigrams in
honour of Memnon, others, the greater part, teftimonies of thofe who
heard his found, and fome alfo in unknown chara&ters; ail the infcriptions
are ill cut, and in bad language, both on account of the hardnefs of the
ftone and the ignorance of the people, who probably made money by
cutting thefe infcriptions for thofe that came to hear the found. I copied
them with all the exa&nefs I poflibly could, tho’ many of them were very
difficult to be underftood, and they are engraved in the thirty-eighth and
thirty-ninth plates ; for I was not entirely undifturbed whilft I was doing
it; but after I had been at this work fome time, the Arabscame about me,
and faid, they would not permit me to copy every thing in that manner,
and fome of them attempted to pull me away; but I continued on copying
them out, till I had finithed themall. The common people have the weak-
nefs to imagine that infcriptions difcover treafures.

Going on from thefe to the north north weft, at a hundred paces diftance
in a line from the broken ftatue, are the very imperfe& ruins of another
ftatue lying on the ground, and one hundred paces farther, fuch another,
two hundred paces from that, is another ftatue, of which there are greater
remains, being broken and fallen down, the back part with hieroglyphics
on it lies uppermoft, and is thirty feet fix inches long; it is of a mixture
of white and brown marble. Further on a little to the right, among the
trees, is a ftatue almoft intire, being a yellow granite, in very {mall
grains, with fome litle flints in it; the ftatue is twelve feet long, from
the head to the fork, and the fhoulders were four feet broad above the
ground, a fmall part being funk into the earth. Going on to the hills, I -
obferved an area cut out of the rock, and many ftones lying about it, with
hieroglyphics on them ; this feems to have been a part of the grand tem-
ple to which thefe ftatues lead, as a fort of avenue; and I fuppofe there
were other flatues, in a line from the great ones. About half a mile
from this area, are the remains of Medinet-Habou, to which probably the
buildings of this temple extended; and all this together, I take to be the
antient Memnonium ; the ruins of the other temple on this fide, being a
mile to the eaft, and feem to have no relation to thefe: The name allo

~ of Medinet-Habou is a confirmation that this was the Memnonium, for .

in the itinerary it is called Papa, a word almoft univerfally ufed for fa-
ther, fo that Medinet-Habou feems to fignify the City of the Father, and,
as I obferved elfewhere, Abydus may have the fame derivation, where
there was a famous temple or palace of Memnon,

I have already remarked, that in the temple to the eaft there are re-
mains of two ftatues of black granite, one has been thought, by fome,
to be the famous ftatue of Memnon, which at the firft or fecond hour,
they pretend, uttered a found, occafioned, as fome would have it, by
the rays of the {fun ftriking on it; others are of opinion, that it was the
ftatue I have already defcribed, with the inferiptions on it; in order to
judge of which, it may be proper to confider what the antient authors
fay on this fubje, and the arguments on each fide.

Strabo
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ON EGYPT.

Strabo * {peaking of Thebes, fays, that there were in his time feveral
villages on the fite of it, part of them on that fide which was in Arabia,
where the city then was, part on the other fide, where the Memnonium
was. Here were two coloffal flatues of one ftone, near one another, one
being entire; the upper part of the other was fallen down, from the feat,
as it was faid, occafioned by an earthquake. It was thought, that
once a day a found was heard, as of a great blow, from that part which
remained on the feat and bafe. When he was there, with Alius Gallus
and others, he heard the found; and whether it came from the bafe, or
the flatue, or the people about it, he could not fay ; the caufe not ap-
pearing, he would rather believe any thing, than that a found fhould be
occafioned by any particular manner in which the ftone is compofed. -

Paufanias < fays, that Cambyfes broke it, and that then the upper part,
from the middle, was feen lying negle@ed on the ground ; the other part,
every day at fun rifing, uttered a found like the breaking of a firing of
a harp when it was wound up .  Philoftratus gives this account: He fays,

the place where the temple was built, was much like an antient forum,

of which fort of forum there are remains in the moft antient cities, with
fragments of their columns, and the foundations of their walls: More-
over, they fay, that ftatues of Mercury are feen there, partly deftroyed by
time, and partly by force. But the ftatue of Memnon, reprefenting a
youth, is turned towards the fun; it is of black flone, buth the feet of
it are fet even together, according to the manner of making ftatues * to
the time of D=dalus; the hands reft on the thighs, as if in a pofture to
get up ; the manner and look of the eyes and mouth- appear like a perfon
fpeaking; but this they lefs wondered at, as they were not yet acquainted
with the virtue of this ftatue. But'when the rays of the fun came on the
ftatue, which was about fun rifing, they related what was very wonderful,
they fay the ftatue fpoke as foon as ever the rays of the fun came to
its mouth. And Pliny, fpeaking of Bafaltes, (which, he fays, was of the
colour and hardnefs of iron) reckons among ftatues of this ftone, that
which was thought to be the ftatue of Memnon at Thebes, in the temple
of Serapis, which, they fay, made a noife every day about {un rifing, when
the rays of the fun cameon it . Tzetzes calls it the column that uttered
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* S0 ix) here feems to mean, and, not as fome
have interpreted it, after the time of Deedalus,
who may be prefumed to have brought in the
manner of fetting one foot before another in fta-
tuary.

¢ Invenit eadem Zgyptus in ZEthiopia, quem
vocant bafaltem, ferrei coloris atque duritize. ... .

Non abfimilis illi narratur in Thebis delubro
Serapis, ut putant, Memnonis ftatua dicatus;
quem quotidiano folis ortu contatum radiis cre-
pare dicunt. Plin. Nat. Hiff, 1. xxiv. c. 7.
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OBSERVATIONS

a found when it was day, and fays it was of a mixed red or {fpotted ftone.
For fome account of the hiftory of Memnon, and of the arguments that
are ufed on both fides, in relation to this ftatue, fee below . We went

f Memnon was, by the account of all authors,
the fon of Tithonus and Aurora, which is men-
tion’d in the cighteenth infcription on the right
legof the ftatue of Memnon, as may be feen in the
thirty-fixth plate, in thefe words, Iais 'HSe e %,
Tebwrao. Tithonus was fon of Laomedon King of
Troy, and brother of Priamus ; fo that he was pro-
bably born about the year two thoufand fix hundred
and eighty of the world. As he went into Afia,
towards the eaft, and carried his arms as far as
Ethiopia, this, according to Diodorus, gave rife
to the fable of his marriage with Aurora, and
that he had Memnon by her; and it is probable
he might really marry fome eaftern princefs, by
whom he might have Memnon born, when he
was in Ethiopia. Antient authors indeed differ
about the place of Memnon’s birth ; Paufanias
fays that he did not come from Ethiopia, but
from Sufa in Perfia. Suidas relates that he com-
manded the Ethiopians, but was born near Sufa,
on the river Choafpes; and yet Paufanias fays
that the Thebans pretended he was an Egyptian 3
but that others affirmed he was born in Ethiopia,

and extended his cuuquefic ac far as Snfa. Where-

ever he was born, he was certainly at Sufa ; and
Dionyfius in his Periegefis, calls it the City of
Memncn (M:uvavesordsv 3) but it is moft probable
that he was born in Ethiopia, becaufe Philoftra-
tus fpeaks of him, as having a black complexion ;
and Virgil has the expreffion of ¢ nigri Memnonis
«¢arma.” Philoftratus fays that he reigned in Ethi-
opia for five generations 3 but how many years that
was, may be difficult to determine. It is proba-
ble likewife, that he reign’d in Egypt, as fuch
great honours were paid to him, particularly at
Thebes; and his palace 1s mentioned at Abydus,
He went to the fiege of Troy, to affift Priamus,
his uncle, where he was kill’d by Achilles, as
mentioned by feveral authors, and is confirmed
by thefe words of the epigram, cut on the bafe
of the ftatue of Memnon; though it may be
difficult to make out the entire fenfe of them, as
it may be feen in the thirty-fifth plate:

Tev &8 paxis axdpesar "Ayaréa.

Which words muft refer to his being killed by
Achilles, and plainly thew the falthood of what
is affirmed by an author quoted by Philoftratus,
that Memnon was not at Troy, but reigned in
Ethiopia. And yet Philoftratus in another place
mentions, that he was kiiled in the Trojan war by
Achilles. Diétys Cretenfis fays, that Himera,
the fifter of Memnon, carried his afhes to his
country Palliochen, in Pheenicia. Simonides,
quoted by Strabo, affirms, that he was buried a-
bout Paltus in Syria, on the river Bada, Paltus
being between Tripoli and Laodicea. Jofephus
likewife fpeaks of the monument of Mem-
non, at the lake Cendovia, near the river Be-
Jus; and it is certain, that the river Belus does
rife out of a {mall lake: Poffibly, the remains
of Memnon might be brought fomewhere to
thefe parts; and as to the different places that are
mentioned, that might be occafioned by hono-
rary monuments erected to him,

n

Some are of opinion that this is not the ftatue
of Memnon; but that it was a {mall ftatue in
the temple, a mile to the north, and look on it
as a proof that that ftarue 1s of black marble;
that 1t is in a building they think anfwers to the
account of Philoftratus; that this temple was like
the antient forum, and they fuppofe the ftatues
mentioned in it, to be the Mercurial ftatues
he fpeaks of ; that they would have a greater re-
fpe&t for the ftatue of Memnon, than to cut in-
fcriptions on it; and moreover, that Juvenal in
his time mentions it as a ftatue, half of which
was broke off, and that it is not probable that
it thould have been built up after his time; and
that the teftimony of Tzetzes, not a very an-
tient writer, is of no great weight, who fays it is
of a mixed red colour ; and it weakens his authori-
ty, as hecalls it a pillar, inftead of a ftatue.

Thofe who are of opinion that the ftatue
with the infcriptions on ir, and an epigram inthe =
front of the pedeftal, was the ftatue of Memnon,
fay, that they cannot be inform’d of any ftatue
of Bafaltes in this place, as Pliny affirms it to
be, who was often mifinform’d as to the facts he
relates 5 that the outfide of thefe ftatues is blackith,
as may be feen by pieces that have been brought
away ; that where it is broke, itis of a fpotted
mixed red colour, as Tzetzes mentions, which
may reconcile the different accounts of authors,
fome mentioning it as a black marble ftatue, and
one of a red ftone; that the temple where the
others ftood, feems to have been covered, being
divided into feveral apartments, and probably
this very part was covered, there being a row of
pillars behind thefe ftatues, and the fquare pil-
lars have been reprefented in a drawing, as co-
vered ; fo that r1:hef'e two ftatues feem to have
been under cover; that though the walls do not
remain on each fide, yet probably there were
walls, as the building is divided into different a-
partments, fo that if the ftatue ftood towards the
entrance of the temple, it faced to the fouth, and
not to the rifing fun ; that the other great ftatues
ftand facing to the fouth fouth eaft, as was found
by a compafs ; that if the two great coloffal fta-
tues made a part of the avenue to the temple,
and were within the diftri¢t of it ; they think that
it may account for its being faid that they were
in the temple, as fome very antient temples con-
fifted only of an open enclofure, thefe ftatues
feeming to anfwer the fphinxes mentioned by
Strabo, in the dromos of the temple; all thele
parts being called (w iegcv) the temple, as may be
feen in Strabo’s Defcription of the Egyptian tem-
ples. They add, moreover, that the temple
thefe ftatues belong’d to, might be built like the
antient forum, and that there is no determinate
figure or circumftance mentioned in the forum,
to prove that this temple was in that form; all
that is mentioned of them is, that there were
feen fragments of pillars, and fome traces of the
walls of them. As to the Mercurial ftatues that
were in the temple, if we fuppoft that they were
the ftatues of Mercury, it is abitrved that it is
not well known what the emblems of the ftatues

of
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ON EGYPT.
in between the hills to the north eaft, and came to the temple L. in thé
thirty-fifth plate, which had been a convent: There are no hieroglyphics
on the outfide ; the cornices over the doors are fluted, and adorned with
the winged globe the capitals of the pillars are much of the fame fort as
thofe of Affcuan, in the plate of capitals, After I had viewed all thefe

things, I returned to the river.
T h

people had come rudely to the boat when I was abfent, and had

faid that they would fee whether this ftranger would dare come out an-
other day, having taken great umbrage at my copymg the infcriptions ;

and they had dropt fome expreﬁions as 1f they Would aﬁfault the boat by

of the Egyptian Mercury ‘were.  Anubis feems
to be thelr Mercury 5 and poﬁ"bly thofe figures:
that are reprefented with fomethifig in each of
their hands that hangs down, and one foot before
another, as in"a pofture to glde fwiftly. aléng,

and execute the commands of the Deity, may be

the emblems of the meflenger of Jove; but

thefe ftatues have in their hands the lituus and

whip, the common ‘emblems of Ofiris, and it may -

be of Ifis alfo. " But if by Mercurial ftatues are
feant ftarues of a certain form, fuch as ‘were
eommenly placed to direé the roads and to thew:
the bounds,
of Mercury in a certain thape, fuch as we call
Terms, and feem to have their rife from the fta-
tues reprefented as bound round like mummies;
thefe are very common in Egypt, and probably
few temples were without them 3 and fuch ftatues

there might be in the témple, to which thefe two

great ﬁ'zrtues ]P,f_‘l Ac fn tl*).P cut}_x-’ﬁ 204> o 1T

”ﬂr&xﬂn
the ftatue, it isfaid, that it is ptobable they thought

they could not do a greater honour to the ﬁ:atue,
than to cut on it the. teftimonies of fo many perfons-
that heard the found, fo many epigrams in honour
of the ftatue, and one particularly in the front of -
the pedeital, all which would make any one con-
clude, that this ftatue was fomething more than
ordinary. Nor is it probable that they fhould cut
thefe teftimonies on a ftatue near a mile from
that which uttered the found ; it is more rational

to think they would have cut them on the walls
or pillars near. that ftatue, if not on the ftatue’

1tfelf: And whoever this great ftatue reprefented,
it is probable it was a perfon or Dexty as much
to be regarded as Memnon, to whom fuch'a vaft
figure of one-ftone was ereéted, the largeft; it
may be, in Egypt, to whom it Would bea much
greater dithonour to cut thefe infcriptions on his
ftatue that were in_honour of another, who wasa
" King of Egypt, though we fuppofe he was deified.
As to what Juvenal mentions,

Dimidio macxcae réfonant ubi Memnone chordz.
. : Satyr. xv.

no more can be implied than that the found
came from the half of the ftatue that remained.

Though the teftimony of a poet is of no great
weight, yet it muft be obferved, that it was the
half that remained of the ftatue that uttered the
found; that whenever it was repaired, the ftones
faid on it were not to be confidered as a part of
the miraculous flatue, as they pretended it to be;
but only what was left of the antient ftatue that
made a noife about fun rife ; not but that the
ftatue might be as well repaired after Juvenal’s

Vou., L

which originally might be ftatues .

time as before’ it; and if it was repaired before

his time, Juvenal might be ignorant of it when

he writ that Satyr: And in cafe it was then re-
paired, and that he knew it, yet it might ftill be

- -{aid, -that the half of the f’catue uttered the found.

It may alfo have fome weight, that there is a tra-
dition among the people, that this is the flatue
that made “the noifé. . They have alfo the cir:

‘cumftance of the time, and if they are afked if

it founds now, they anfwer it does; but are fo
abfurd as to fay, they know nobody that ever
heard it.

Thefe ftatues bemg alfo towards Medmet-Habou,
doubtleié the dntient Papa, as has been obferved
may be ‘of fome Welght

-Sicard alfo mentions thefe two ftatues, as thofe
of .which Strabo has faid fo much ; and vet, as if

- he had not well confidered that author, {peaks of

a third flarme ae the ffame of Memnon, that

~rmade a noife at fun rifing,

¢ Trois flatues coloffales; les deux premieres,
¢¢.dont a‘tant parlé Strabon, font remplie d’une
< vingraine d’infcriptions, foit Grecques foit La-
% tines; la troifiéme eft la ftatde du  Roy Memnon,
€ “que, Telon la tradition des antiens Egyptiens,
¢¢ rendoit un {onau lever du foleil.” Voi. vi1. ch.7.

They mention alfo one argument more, which
they think has not alitrle weight, and this is
founded on the obfervation of Paufanias; that
the Thebans denied this was the ftatue of Mem-
nion, though the opinion of every body elfe,
(as appears by thefe infcriptions, and feveral hi-
fterians) feems to have been, that it was hisftatues
but the Thebans faid it was the ftatue of Phame-
nophes, - an  inhabitant of that country: And
what is remarkable; Vanfleb gives an account
which he had from father Portais 5 that at Habou
are two ftatues to be feen a great way off, one
being of a man, the latter of a woman, the former
is called Sciama, the other Fama; fo that the re-
mains of the antient name feem to be plamly
retained.

Paufanias®s words are thefe, AMa. g% auMc;mm
o1 Onbaio Acysﬂ, Dapivaga 3 avas F Eyxweiay
Paufanias; 1. 1. c. 42.

And Vanileb exprefles himfelf in the following
manner : ¢ A une lieue dega il y a une ancienne
< ville appeliée Habu, ofi Pon voit auffi plufieurs
¢ belles curiofitées, & entre autres des ‘momies.
¢ On y decouvre de fort loin deux ftatues, I'une
¢ d’un homme, & Paufre d’inefemme; les gens
¢ du pais appellent cellezla Sciama & celle-ci
¢ Fama: eles paroiffent étre pour Ie moins aufii
¢ grandes que I’ Abulhon ou le fphinx, qui eft

¢ vis-a-vis du Cayre.”  Vanileb, p. 410.
night,

_Ee
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nicht, it I flaid, which, without doubt they faid; that they might make
me go away, for they feemed defirous that I {hould leave the place; as
ftrongly pofiefled with a notion of a power that Furopeans have of find-
ing treafures, and conveying them away by magic art; they might alfo
be envicus of the Sheik, imagining that I made him great prefents. I
talked, notwithftanding, of going abroad the next day, being defirous, if
poflible, to {ce the temple of Medinet-Habou, which the Sheik’s fon
{ecm’d to promifc me; but I found thefe two governors cf the neighbour-
ing villages were not friends, and when the Sheik came to the boat, we
inform’d him of what had pafled; he faid I had feen every thing very well,
and wrotc a letter to the Sheik of Furfhout; and then he advifed me to
depart, and to go on as faft as we could all night. This place I faw in
my return.

When I had feen Carnack, Iwent up the river, a fmall leaguc to Luxe-
rein, or Lacfor on the feventeenth of January, being very carly in the
morning. I carried a letter and a prefent to the Sheik; and the Sheik’s
fon of Carnack came to me here, and very civiily provided a dinner,
and ftaid with me all day. I view'd the remains of the large and mag-
nificent temple there, which without doubt was a part of the antient
Thebes on the eaft fide of the river. That grand building anfwers very
well to the particular defcription Diodorus gives of the fepulchre of Ofy-
manduas, which, he fays, was a mile and a quarter in circumference; a
plan of ‘it may be feen in the fortieth plate, |

Firft he faye thore wac 2 gateway * two hundred feet long, exadly an-
{wering to the meafure of the pyramidal gate @. 1t was fixty-two feet and

a half high. From the upper part of two ftatues B. above this ground, re-
prefented in the forty-firft plate, without this gateway, it appears that
the ground is very much rifen ; the gateway is now about fifty-four feet above
the ground ; and I fhould imagine that the gate was higher than Diodorus
mentions, as the ground feems to have rifen more than eight feet and a
half; but thefe {tatues being thirteen fect and a half above ground, if we
fuppofe they were fitting, they muft be near twenty feet at leaft under
ground; unlefs they were half ftatues, fuch as are mentioned in the tem-
ple of Carnack. They are of grey granite marble that has large fpots of
white in it; the thoulders are about three feet and a half above ground;
the neck and head, to the cap, meafure five feet, and the cap as much
more. Thefe are probably the ftatues mentioned by Diodorus, but he feems
to {peak of them as in another part of the temple, and defcribes them as
twenty-feven cubits high, each of them made of one ftone. The ftatue
to the weft differs little from the other, except that on the forehead there
is an ornament of a ferpent; the pilafter behind them, cut out of the
fame piece, in one is {quare like an obelisk, and comes half way up
the cap behind ; the pilafter of the other not being fo thick; the or-

- nament on the head feems to be the half of two dome leaves; the head

itfelf may be fuppofed to have been defigned to be as high as the part of
the cap that fets out, being three feet deep, and the remainder of the
cap three feet more, fo that the head being near feven feet long, the
whole ftatue, if ftanding, would be about fifty feet high, and fitting, about
thirty-four feet high, computing feven heads to the whole body; fo that

© 10 Mvawy. Diodorus i, p. 44. dvras xalnpéves do poveribys, inla 7 dxocs wyyen
* Kave dt iy rehevrdior Toixev vmdpyey dvdes- Diodorus I p. 45. £
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ON EGYPT.

if they were fitting, the ground muft have rifen above feventeen feet. To
the north of thefe, at AA. are two obelisks, that probably are the fineft
in the world; dley are now above the ground fixty feet high, and might
be feventy or eighty according as the grou!d has rifen. Tl‘ey are feven feet
and a half fqua*e and at bottom might be eight feet: Thehleroglyphlcs
are cut in with a flat bottom, an 1nch and a half deep; and the granite
has perfeitly retain’d its polith, which is the fineft T ever faw. The
hieroglyphics are in three columns down every fide ; at top, on each fide,
a perfon fitson a throne, and one offers fome thmg on his knees : Thefe
ﬁgures are likewife below. Lower are three hawks, then three bulls, and
at about the diftance of every four is an owl. I alfo obferved among the
hieroglyphics, ferpents, infeés, dogs, hares, monkies, birds, and heads of
camels ; they are exceedingly Well preferved, except that about half of the
pyramid of the weftern obelisk is broke off, and the fouth weft corner of
the eaftern one is a little batter'd for about fix feet high.

In the front of the pyramidal gate there are windows over the falfe
doors a a. which are about ten feet from the top of the building ; in the
front of it, among other figures; is one reprefented fitting on a throne,
holding out one hand, which has a fiaff or {ceptre in it; the figures are in
poftures of adoration. Cn the.other fide, one who has on the fame fort
of cap as the other, is reprefented on a <ar as gallopping and fhooting,
with a bow, and many chariots after him. This may relate to the wars
of this King againft the Baérians*, which our author deferibes as cut én
the walls in another part af the bullding ; @s the other may be the homage
the captives paid to him, mention’d alfo as carved on the walls |, Next he
gives an account of a court™ four hundred feet {quare. This may be the
colonnade D. tho’ the meéfures do not anfwer. Poflibly it might have
been near four hundred feet wide, extending a hundred feet further to the
water, and as much on the other fide. Inftead of pillars,. he fays it was
adorn’d with beafts cut out of one ftone four and twenty feet high, exe-
cuted after the antient manner, and it was cover’d with ftones twelve feet
long, the ceiling being adorn’d with {culptures of ftars, and painted with
azure. In that manner a portico might be built on each fide, with the
colonnade as reprefented in the middle. This court is almoft all inha-

_bited, and fill’'d up with little cottages within the lines mark’d in the
plan, fo that I could not go into it; but from the pillars I faw, I con-
cluded the colonnade was contlnued as it is repreflented ; at d. I faw the
top of the cap of a ftatue of red granite, juft above the ground, which
might be the remains of one of the {maller flatues, and there feem to

Ioj

‘have been coloffal ftatues at the pedeftals ee. The pillars of the court

are as Numb. 3. in the firft plate of columns. Beyond this colonnade he
fays there was another entrance and gateway much the fame as the other;
except that the {culpture was ftill finer. This feems to have been the py-

ramidal gate E. as I took it to be, which is much deftroy’d. At the en-
trance he mentions three flatues, each of one ftone, the work of Memnon
Sicnites, who doubtlefs was a very famous fculptor ; one of them was fit-
ting, and the largeft in Egypt, the foot of it being ten feet and a half
long. He makes mention of many other particulars of the ftatues, and

k By & y}wtpa; wmgxav z;a:wamt;, SrAscas TOV 1By 8% 73 Jevripn roiygw 18c alyuarstse 975 18
WOAGpOY TOV YEIUEVY AUTG WEos THs v Tois Baw'gins  Pacirims dyopivss. Dioderus ibid.
&mosdrlas, Diodorus ibid. 2 This he calls 70 meaisvrcy, @ colonnade.
efpecially

2
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efpecially the very remarkable infcription that was on this vaft colofius™.
“ I am the King of Kings, Ofymanduas: If any would know how great
¢ I am, and where I lie, let him exceed the works that I have done.”
This ftatue, without doubt, has been broken o pieces and carried away,
as there are not ‘the leaft figns of it. Beyond this gateway was another
court ° much finer than the laft, containing the hiftory of the King, cut
all round the walls, and there was a very large and beautiful altar in the
middle of it, in the open air. This feems to comprehend the courts F. and
G. unlefs the former might be look’d on only as the entrance to it, which
is not improbable. The fuppofed gateway H. is only from conjeCure,
there being nothing but a rude heap of ftones ; and the area G. feems to
be a very proper place for the magnificent altar that is defcribed. And
poflibly thofe ruins I fuppofe in the plan to be remains of a pyramidal
gateway, might be the buildings of this altar, which might be of fuch a
defign as that of the temple of Jerufalem, built of large ftones. The pil-
Yars in this court are forty feet high, and are of the order Numb. 6. in
the plate of capitals. The work of the capitals is not in relief, but only
cut out in lines. He next mentions a place like thofe rooms, that were
built on purpofe for mufick, which may be the apartment I tho’ his
meafures do not agree. The pillars are fuch as Numb. 6. in the firft
plate of columns, and fo are moft of the others in the rooms beyond. He
after {peaks of feveral apartments to walk in, and gives a particular ac-

count of the heantiful fculpture they were adorn’d with, which might be
fome porticos and rooms on each fide, that are now deftroy’d.

He then gives an account of the facred library, with that remarkable in-
{cription on it: ‘“ The repofitory of the remedies for the foul ®.” This might
confift of the two rooms K. In thofe rooms are the figures in the forty-
fecond plate, except the loweft ; one is 2 Deity carried in a fort of boat by
eighteen men, preceded and follow’d by a perfon with a particular enfign

- in his band ; the upper one has no perfon appearing on it, buta fort of

cover in the middle of it, and is carried only by twelve men, there being
no one before it %, I obferved one figure on the walls had a tortoife on the
head for a cap, in another part a man leading four bulls with a ftring,
which were cut as on four floors mark’d with a line one over another,
and in {everal parts inftruments of facrifice. Iremarked alfoin a compart-,
ment, a figure fitting, and one kneeling before it, on whofe cafque the
fitting figure puts his left hand, having the crofs, with a handie to it, in
hisright.  Another with a hawk’s head holds his left hand over the head
of the perfon that kneels, having the fame fort of crofs in his right hand.
Behind him is a fhort figure, which feem’d to have wings on the fide of
his head. Below them are three perfons kneeling, with kawks heads. It
is difficult to fay whether or no this might be the King offering gold and
filver to the Deity, that he received yearly out of the mines of Egypt,
which Diodorus fays was cut on fome part of the walls of the temple*
I obferved a door here with a ftrait top within ; but without it was cut in

® Bacirevs Bacirbar Osvpavdvas euls & 8 7o 1 Not having taken a drawing of the men, the
ddivan Pindow wnin@r epi, % BF xéipae, wxdte 1 exalt manner in which they are reprefented is not
viy ipdy {pywv. Diodorusi. p. 44 to be anfwer’d for.
° ‘O weesmal@-. Diodorus 1. P. 45.  Diodorus ibid,
P Yuyis Targdov. Diodorus ibid.
an
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ON EGYPT.

an arch, fomething like the fhell of a niche, which mlght firft give the
thought for the arch in Egypt. With the Ilbrary ke mentions about twenty
apartments, ‘in which are the reprefentatmns of Jupiter, Juno and the
King, with feveral rooms about them, in which were cutin the ‘moft cu-

rious manner, all the facred animals of Egypt. Thefe feem to be thofe

feveral apartments on each fide, and many more that have been deftroy’ d,
which probably made the building all the way of the fame breadth. At
laft he comes to the repulchre itfelf, which I take to have been at L. He
{peaks of afcending to it, and over the grand -apartment there is another
low rocm, where the body of Ofymanduas might be depofited; in which,
it {feems, tﬂere was a plate of gold that probably often went round the
room, fo as to be three hundred fixty-five cubits in length, and a cubit
thick, or rather broad; on each of which cubits was cut the rifing and
fetting of all the ftars for every day in the year, and the effe@s the Egyp-
tian aftrologers attributed to them, according to their different difpefitions.
This great treafure they fay Cambyfes and the Perfians carried away. The
entablature round this room is very rich, as reprefented in the forty-third
plate. Our author alfo obferves that near the library were figures of all
the Gods of Egypt, with the King making a proper prefent to every one of
them ; and thefe I take to be the ﬁgures reprefented in the front of the
buﬂdmg of the fuppofed fepulchre in the forty-third plate, where it is
probable the middle ﬁgure fitting is Ofiris, with five Gods on each fide
The ftone below, which is reprefented with a dark fhade, is a very parti-
cular red ftone, which I faw went through-to-the ypper room; and poflibly
on it might be cuta relief of the King offering his gifts to the {feveral
Deities. 'This was certainly a very proper reprefentation at the fepulchre
of this great King, to fet forth, as our author obferves, to Ofiris and the
Gods that were with him, that he had finifh’d "a life fpcnt in aéls of piety
towards the Gods, and of juftice to mankind *. . Another thmg is very re-~
markable in the front, that a building is markd out on it, that fhews
fomething of a very ﬁne tafte, and that the Ecyptlans had a notion of a
beautiful difpofition of lights, and of architeture in general, where it was
proper to make ufe of {fuch buildings, which. we may fuppofe was not
convenient for temples, that are orenerally built without windows; and with
malflive walls, that have no other variety in them, than thaL of hzerogly-
phics. - :

Here I finifh’d my obfervations on the antient c1ty of Thebes celebrated
by the firft of poets and hiftorians that are now extant t}vat venerable
city, the date of whofe ruin is older than the foundatlon of moft other
cities ; and yet fuch vaft and {urprizing remains are f1ill to be feen of fuch
~magnificence and folidity, as may convince any one that beholds them;
that without fome extraordinary accidents, they muft have lafted for ever,
which feems to have been the intention of the founders of them.

As the city of Thebes was fo antient, {ciences flourifh’d in it very early,

particularly aﬁronomy and phﬂofophy ; in which the leﬁﬁs * efpecially

s Thefe words of Diodorus feem to be a very t See s.

juft defcription of thefe figures, as here repre- Acy.rau 4% .2 a;oanyox % Cialeelor wdrisa o
fented 5 in which the Gods are made as fitting be- #7400 fepés. Strabo xvil. p- 816
low Ofiris, as a fort of affeflors to him. Oi 8t @yladic! ¢uru axurxg ag/:.ua ETse Gvan WaRN-

haex.reg & od/vuuwx woos Te vov "Ocigavs % T8e Ty a;é\gm—rwv, x\, waee éavlole wekToig C{)As_:a@'w e
rATw wa,eé‘gxg, St wov Blov sgmasm Loy 2 dinaus-  Lercdan Ty in azpabic a&;gai\o/:zy Diodorus 1.
megyidy weis e witames Y Ocds Diodorus ibid.  p.46.
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- were very well verfed, and firft fet themfelves to regulate the time, and
meafured it by folar months and years.
I muft not omit to obferve that fome are of opinion that Sheba is
Thebes; and fuppofe the Greeks, having no way of writing the former
name, alter'd it to Thebal.






